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HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA (H.G.F .A. ) 

Skysailor appears twelve times a year and is 
provided as a service to members. For non-members , 
the subscript i on rates are $20.00 per annum. 
Cheques shou ld be made payable and sent to HGFA. 

Skysailor is pub li shed to create furth er interest 
in the sport of hang gli ding. Its primary purpose 
is t o provide a ready means of communication be
tween hang gliding enthusiascs in Australia and 
in t hi s way to advance the future develo pment of 
the sport and its methods and safety. 

Contributi ons are welcomed. Anyone is invited 
to contr ibute art i cl es, photographs and illustrat
ions concerning hang gl i ding activities . The 
Editor reserves the right to edit contributions 
where necessary. HGFA and the Editor do not 
assume responsibility for the materia l or the 
opinions of contributors presented in Skysailor . 

Copyright in Skysailor is vested in HGFA. Copy
right in articles is vested in each of the 
authors in respect of her or hi s contribution. 
Deadline for contributi ons: 1st of the Month. 
ISStl 0313-363X 

IMPORTANT ADDRESSE~ 
Send yo ur change of addres s notice o r any enquiries 
about membership to: 

THE ADNINISTRATOR 
14 Balcombe Road 
Mentone, Victo ria 3194 

Send yo ur contributions to SKYSAILOR, any enquiries 
about insurance, the pilot hand book, accident repor 
or any o ther national matters to: 

HANG GLIDING FEDERATION 
OF AUSTRALIA . 

P . O. Box 74 Ashburton 
Vic toria, 3147. 

H.G.F.A . President 
Cr aig Ai tken 
Phone: (03) 429- 3001 

H.G . F.A . Sec r etary 
Wes . Hill 
Phone : (03) 277- 7942 

H. G. F.A. Treasurer 
Robe rt Owen s 

SKYSAILOR EDITOR 
Peter Lissenburg 
Phone: (03) 726-4669 

(03) 524- 2304 BH 

For information about ratlnqs or sites 
write to the appropriate State Association. 

A.C.T.H.G.A. 
P.O . Box 496 , 
MANUKA, 260·3. 

N . S • ,/ . H • G . A. , 
P.O. Box 121, 
SUTHERLAND, 2232. 

Q.Ii.G.A. , 
P.O. Box 212, 
MORNINGSIDE, 4170 . 

S.A.H . G.A . , 
P.O. Box 163 , 
GOODI-IOOD, 5034. 

Tas H.G. A. , 
21 Les 1 i e Street, 
SOUTH LAUNCESTON, 7250. 

V .H.G.A. , 
P.O. Box 400 , 
PRAHRAN, 3181 . 

H.G .A.I-I. A. , 
P.O. Box 84 , 
DOUBLEV IEI-I , 6018. 
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ADVERTISING RATES 

Quarter Page 
Half Page 
Full Page 
Full Page Back Cover : 
Market Place: Free 

$20 . 00 
$30.00 
$50 . 00 
$70.00 

An addit ional charge will be made for any typing, 
typesetting or artwork which may be required. 

Advertisements from kite manufacturers must i ndi 
ca t e whether or not thei r kite meets the US HGflA 
cert ifi cat i on standards. 

Kites for sale in Market Place must indicate a 
suitable minimum hang rating. 

HGFA and the Editor do not endorse or take any 
responsibi lity for any of the products advertised 
or mentioned editorial ly within these pages. No 
responsibi lity is accepted for any cla ims made by 
advertisers unless spec if ical ly explained, per
formance figures ~uoted in advertiS ing shou l d be 
taken as est imates onl y. 
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While other manufacturers are struggling to catch up, SKYTREK has moved on to 
the next stage. The Australian innovators of the Glass Tip Intermediate 
Battened Glider are proud to announce the release of the PROBE 2, keeping ahead 
of the oPPOsition with new and exciting modifications. It is both lighter in the 
air and on the ground, and is setting new standards in L.D. and sink rate. The 
sails are made by KEVIN MITCHEL Australias leading sail maker. All materials 
used in production of the PROBE and GYRO are of the highest quality 
available. 

Pllf)lll~ 
Well! you asked for 

SPECI FICAT IC'N S 

175 

1)llf)lll~ I 
SPECIFICATrCNS Sp ~ - 32£ 
The glider that started itll' 

Sail A a - 165 1st PReBE Australian Nationals 
Nose An Ie - 12f2·~ 1st PROBE New Zealand Nationals 

Aspect Ra io 6·4~lU 1st PROBE N.S.W. State Titles 
Weight - ~ 64 lb 1st PROBE Australian X.C. League 

(.Yllt) Pilot Lb, - (fOO 

A high performing wing w ic is riesy to fly, for the learner and intermediate 

~:~~F~;;T~~ i, .1:::: li~~~i:~b:t' winn'" 

Nose An*e - 120 
Aspect Ratio - 5.3 

Weight - 571b 
? ilot Lbs - 110-220 

SKYTREK HANG GLIDER DESICNS THE CGMPANY SETTING THE PACE. 

Not certified to USHGMA standards. 
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SUMMARY FOR THE ACTIVE PILOT WHO DOESN'T HAVE TIME TO READ THE THE MINUTES, 
Real pilots don't read HGFA trivia , so we have 
summarised the proceedings for their benefit. 

What happened that affects a real pilot? 

1. HGFA fees for 1983-84 will go down (the only 
(?) thing a real pilot would like to go down !) 

2. Violations of Controlled-Airspace will cause 
real pilots to be de-rated, reported to DOA 
or even expelled from their Association. 

MINUTES OF THE 1983 ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 

HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 

1. Confirmation of the Minutes of the 1982 
Convention. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

President's Report 

Secretary ' s Report 

Treasurer's Report 

Administrator's Report 

Safety CO-Ordinator's Report 

7. Ordinary Business 

8. Motions without Notice. 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS AT THE 1983 CONVENTION 

Craig Ai.tken 
Gavin Bond 
Alan Coates 
Bruce Cunningham 
Peter Curs ley 
Richard Dakers 
Gavin Hill 
Wesley Hill 
Ulric Kosmer 
Phil Mathewson 
Heather McAllen 
Ted McAllen 
Mark Mitsos 
Robert Owens 
Mike Sabin 
Ross Wilkinson 

HGFA President 
VHGA Alternate Co-Ordinator 
THGA Co-Ordinator 
NSWHGA Co- Ordinator 
ACTHGA Co-Ordinator 
HGFA Administrator 
VHGA Secretary 
HGFA Secretary 
HGFA Safety Co-Ordinator 
NSWHGA President 
QHGA Secretary 
QHGA Co- Ordinator 
Observer 
HGFA Treasurer 
HGAWA Co-Ordinator 
SAHGA Co-Ordinator 

VENUE Royal Victorian Aero Club , Moorabbin 
Airport, Victoria 

DATE 16 April 1983 

START 10.00 am FINISH 6 . 00 pm 
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3. 

4. 

1. 

Manufacturers will be required to test their 
gliders to HGMA (US) standards as of October 1, 
1983. (Real pilots will soon be able to 
purchase a glider with some known characteristics!) 

Pilots who don't pay their subscriptions by 
December 31 of the preceding year , will pay 
an extra $5. (Real pilots always pay their 
subs on time!) 

(Alias Craig Aitken) 

Motion: That the minutes of the previous 
convention be accepted. 

Moved by: Federal Executive 
VHGA Seconded by : -

Result: Carried Unanimously 

2 . PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

ADMINISTRATION: 

The present administration has now spent a year 
managing the business of the HGFA. As a result, 
I as president and the rest of the committee are 
now better able to appreciate the efforts of the 
previous (NSW based) administration. Sufficient 
procedures are now established to enable the 
running of the HGFA without "re-inventing wheel s ". 

For an honorary committee there is a significant 
workload despite my claims of a smooth operation . 
I would like to taKe this opportunity to e xpress 
my thanks to the real workers of the HGFA committee 
and its appointees. 

viz: Wes Hill - HGFA Secretary who found the work 
load so great at one stage that he actually 
gave up his job and worked full-time as " our 
man" . 

Robert Owens - The HGFA Treasurer who overcame 
financial obstacles, learnt to love auditors 
and is setting new and exacting standards for 
organiser's of HG competitions that expect 
HGFA participation. 



Peter Lissenburg - our Skysailor Editor who 
has created/collated our image on a monthly 
basis. Deadlines for Skysailor have meant 
lost flying days to Peter. "No man hath 
greater love .... " 

Ulric Kosmer - The Federal Safety Co-Ordinator 
who through his regular contributions in 
Skysailor on safety matters (and the rating 
program) has made a significant contribution. 
If Ulric has been successful we cannot 
measure it. If he has influenced pilots 
such that one life is not lost, then all his 
efforts have bee n worthwhile. 

Richard Dakers - our Government sponsored 
administrator who is often the first point of 
contact for many of our pilots. Richard has 
developed an understanding of our business 
that is invaluable and will facilitate easy 
transitions between in-going and out- going 
HGFA committees. Richard is about to embark 
on hang gliding lessons. 

KEY ISSUES: 

The lack of progress with DOA over our request for 
changes to ANO 95.8 is probably the most important 
issue in the minds of our pilot members. Our 
overtures to the Minister for Aviation did not result 
in much action (re-action) from the DOA. With a new 
Federal government and a new minister, I believe 
that we can make some gain in representing our 
case to Minister Beazley. 

Perhaps this is an opportune time to express my 
disappointment in the number of letters that were 
written by individual pilots to their respective 
Federal Members (all pilots were encouraged to write 
in an issue of Skysailor last year) . 

Another issue (perhaps related to the aforementioned) 
is that of pilot's disregard for controlled airspace . 
I feel that the HGFA and the State Associations must 
take a more positive approach to the control of 
renegade pilots. 

ACHIEVEMENTS : 

Amongst the achievements made by our Federation were: 

1) 

2) 

3) 

A successful instructor certification program 
run by Ian Jarman . We now have a good 
Certified Instructor representation in the 
various states. I should also point out that 
this program cost a substantial sum of money 
that was obtained by a grant from the Dept of 
Home Affairs. 

First Aid Course refund program - this scheme 
has been continued , even though the committee 
has been shocked by the number of claims . 

An Australian Nationals HG competition . Our 
thanks go to NSWHGA. 
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NEXT YEAR'S OBJECTIVES: 

Included in the next year's program will be the 
following: 

a) ANO 95.8 
b) Safety 
c) Promotion of membership 
d) Incorporation of HGFA 
e) More effective use of our administrator 
f) Skysailor 

CONCLUDING REMARKS: 

Should the committee (as it stands) be elected as 
HGFA committee for the 1983-84 term , then it would 
be reasonable to expect that the administration 
should change hands at the next convention. I 
urge you to give early consideration to the 
requirement for a replacement administration. 

3. SECRETARY'S REPORT 

AS with anything new , when I took over as Secretary 
last year, I experi enced a few "teething" problems. 
Once I was used to the systems and files (and 
typing), business continued in a more orderly 
fashion . The following are some of the more 
important items of business that I have been 
involved with as Secretary. 

1) Sports Development Grant: We were extremely 
successful in obtaining a sizeable grant for 
the 1982/83 period . The total grant was 
$10,000 consisting of $5 , 000 towards the team 
to attend the World Championships; $4 , 000 

2. 

3) 

4) 

for coaching projects; and $1 , 000 to send a 
delegate overseas . This compares with last 
year ' s grant of $8,000. I must thank 
Richard Dakers for his valuable assistance 
and advice in preparing the grant submission. 

Insurance - We had one insurance claim last 
year, the result of a pilot top landing at 
Stanwell Park, then losing control and 
damaging a car. The amount claimed was 
$518 . 53 . 

Pilot Handbook - It was originally hoped that 
the new edition of the Handbook would contain 
the new ANO 95.8. However as it became apparen t 
that the ANO would not be ready for some time, 
it was decided to reprint what was, basically, 
the old Handbook . The Handbook was finally 
distributed to all 1983 members in March , 
with covers supplied to those members who 
did not already have a cover. 

Nationals - This saga lasted for 7 months. 
Initially , none of the states were willing to 
host the Nationals. In the end , a compromise 
was reached with NSWHGA running the competition 
at Ben Nevis, Victoria. This resulted in 
late notification of the dates and a reduced 
field of competitors. NSW , ACT, VIC and SA 
were the only states represented. 



5) Special Effort - It is with a great deal of 
pride that I announce the success of the HGFA 
"Special Effort". As the first raffle run 
by HGFA, it was very much "hit and miss", 
and the results will provide valuable guide 
lines for future fund raising attempts. The 
prize winning ticket will be drawn later. 

6) National Ladder - Following pressure from 
competition pilots, the executive investigated 
and subsequently institvted a system for 
seeding pilots nationwide. The method of 
using the National Ladder is the subject of 
several motions later in the convention. 

I think that the past year has been a very productive 
one for the federation. I would like to express 
my gratitude to the other members of the Executive -
without their co-operation and assistance, nothing 
would have been achieved. 

4. TREASURER'S REPORT 

A total membership of 1,232 for 1982 generated 
$39,630 in subscriptions. It must be noted that 
not all of these members joined in the first quarter 
of 1982 and therefore not all paid full subscription. 
The $39,630 is made up of: 

$28,262 net subscriptions (as mentioned in 
the auditor's report) 

$ 5,498 - renewals paid in December 1981. 

$ 5,870 - subscriptions remitted to states. 

The Federation entered 198 2 with a balance of $6,353 
from 1981 ($11,831 - $5, 498). As seen in the 
auditor's report the excess of income over expend
iture was $108. This means that subscriptions just 
covered e xpenditure for 1982. 

Insurance premiums of $11,788 remained our biggest 
single outlay. The insurance company has increased 
our premiums by 10% to $11 per pilot for 1983. Our 
second largest e xpenditure was Skysailor - a net cost 
of $9,733. A very bouyant year for advertising 
kept Skysailor costs down (the total income from 
ads was $2,628). 

Wes and Craig (foreground). 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT 

FOR THE PERIOD 1ST JANUARY. 1982 TO 31ST DECEMBER, 1982 

Income 

Net Subscriptions 
Short Term Members - Subscriptions 
Commonwealth Grant 
Interest Received 
Sale of Instruction Manuals 
Sundry Income 

Total Income 

~~~~_~~e~~~~~ 
Ambulance and First Aid Scheme 
Audit & Accounting Fees 
Bank Charges 
Bad Debts 

28262 
2595 
6000 

228 
105 
362 

37552 

Commonwealth Grant Expenditure (refer attached) 
Convention Expenditure (refer attached) 
Depreciation (refer attached) 

555 
1616 

82 
190 

6000 
2313 

12 
11788 

264 
1948 
:49 
898 

1069 

Insurance 
Instructors Seminar & Certification 
Membership Lists 
National Competition - Net Cost 
Printing - Rating Card s & Manuals 
Secretarial, Postage, Telephone etc. 
Skysailor - Net Cost (refer attacned) 
Subscriptions - Aero Club & F.A.S . 
Sundry 

Excess of Income Over Expenditure 
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9733 
530 

97 
37444 

$108 



We are anticipating Skysailor costs to further 
increase. We are budgeting for a 15 % increa se i n 
publication costs, postage costs, etc . It is the 
aim of the committee to keep Skysailor publication 
at the highest possibl e standard . 

The first aid scheme started slowly with more people 
showing interest towards the end of the year. A 
total of 17 people claime d r e fund s from the Federal 
Executive. This interest has continued this year 
with a lready 15 people receiving refunds . I must 
mention that a s mall number of people requested 
refunds for non-members (girlfriends , wives, e t c) . 
It was decided that members money could not be 
used to subsidise non-members. 

Towards the end of 1982 it was decided that an 
increase in subscr ipt ions would be necessary. I'le 
anticipated a minimum cost increast of 10% on all 
major expenditure plus extra costs not incurred 
in 1982. These being the new HGFA Handbook and the 
Instructor Certi fication Programme. 

I anticipate that, with e xtra r e venue from increased 
subscriptions , we will conclude 1983 with a healthy 
balance. 

Richard Dakers . 

5. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ' S REPORT (HGFA ADMINISTRATOR) 

The pas t twe lve months has been the first full period 
since my appointment that I have carried out the 
whole range of my activities for the Federation. 

It has been full of interest and has e ncompassed 
areas that have g iven a b e tter overall f ee l for 
the Hang Gliding movement. I trust that thi s will 
allow me to mak e a more significant contribution 
to the Federation in the future. 

The greater proportion of time has involved admin
i stration of membership matte r s and I am sti ll no t 
happy with this area . Although s t eps have been t aken 
to minimise delays, we s till cannot p rovide a quick 
enough turnaround in processing membership appli c a t ions . 
This problem is caused by using an outside compute r 
agency, which does no t allow immediate dispatch o f 
me mbership cards and a ssocia tion items. 

7 

The list of membership complaints is far too high , but 
all are not our responsibility. Frequently detai ls 
are r eceived from members and the dates on cheques 
and money orders i s anything up to 2 months prior to 
postmark dates on l ett ers . Many membe r s forward 
their applications via State Secretaries, which 
causes further delays and a large number of 
members forward jus t 'a cheque - sometimes under a 
business name - with no other detail. We mostly 
succeed with our detective work, but it does ca\.,se 
considerable delay. 

Much time has been wasted answering queries on the 
HGFA handbook, but now thi s has been printed and 
dispatched we can expect this activity to cease. 

Updating of membe r s ratings is a neglected area in 
most states and only NSW regularly provide detail s 
to update our records . This again is another area 
wasting time in answering queries . 

I recommend that future budgets allow for a r eserve 
to be set aside to purchase our own in-house 
computer system and that when this objective is 
r ealised , then the rating system is centralised 
with members hip records. 

Liaison has continued with Department of Home Affai r s 
and Department of Aviation as well as Confederation 
of Australian Sport and the Royal Federation of 
Aero Clubs . Apart from the new ANO, things are 
progressing well in these areas . 

I have had some fe edback regarding a letter c 'irculat ed 
by NSW CO-Ordinator , Bruce Cunningham, relating to 
the new ANO . Bruce i s to be congratulated on his 
initiative and the text of the letter, it has 
however caused a few problems in that the organi s
ations written to in some areas are not happy 
to support our case unless an approac h is made 
through our Fede ral Body: The Royal Federation 
of Aero Clubs in particular will take no action 
without Federation authority and it would appear 
that some of their members are against supportinc 
our cause. The matter will be listed for dis c ussion 
at their ann~al conference on 29 and 30 April. I 
will attend' thi s conference to ensure that our 
case i s fairly put and that we receive their support . 
The ir political and departmental c lout is such that 
our application could be jeopardised. 

Attending the XC Classic at Mt Buffalo was enlight
ening and brought home the skill , professionalism 
and r espons ibility of the modern serious hang gliding 
pilot. My previous concept of hang gliding as a 
sport was totally eroneous and, as a general aviation 
pilot, I can look at hang gliding pilots with a far 
greater r espect and a l ot more understanding. Where 
previously I defended hang gliding activities as a 
duty , I can now r espond spontaneously with genuine 
feeling to the various criticisms I hear. 

As a final r ecommendation may I suggest that the 
Federation produce a sporting code and compe titions 
handbook to clearly define the responsibilities of 
officials and competitors, in various forms of 
competition and provide a c l e ar unders tanding of 
the rules for both local and international events. 



The concept of joint administration of the three 
aviation sports is proving to be fairly successful 
but is not easy to manage. To fairly distribute 
time allocations is not always easy and overlapp ing 
pressure periods call for long hours and careful 
planning. 

One area of concern is the fixed renumeration for 
a three year period which has been steadily eroded 
by increasing costs. The Parachute Federation has 
seen fit to make a contribution in this area and I 
believe the HGFA must consider ~imilar action. 

I look forward to the ensuing twelve months as I 
believe there is a strong foundation on which to 
improve our performance and start to light fires 
instead of putting them out. New initiatives and 
upgrading of our current level of service to 
members will provide a stimulus to our growth 
promoted by enthusiastic and satisfied participants. 

Ulrich Kosmer. 

6. SAFETY DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

SAFETY SURVEY 1982-83: 

From the reports received it appears that the sport 
of hang gliding is becoming safer:: 

There were two reported fatal accidents - one being 
a towing accident; four accidents with severe 
injuries including internal injuries, broken 
pelvises, shoulder blades, or multiple fractures; 
seven accidents with broken arms and one with a 
broken leg. The remaining accidents resulted in 
cuts, bruises and dislocations. There were also 
many accidents where structural damage or bruised 
ego's were involved. 

The most frequent cause of accidents was again stalls, 
the majority occuring on landing or just after 
take-off. 
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Surprisingly, the hitting of obstacles on landing 
and ground handling was another prominent cause of 
injuries and damage, perhaps pointing to the 
difficulty of landing the new generation of double 
surface gliders. 

There were three serious accidents, one fatal, 
involving flying into the lee rotors behind rocky 
outcrops or headlands. 

There was one accident reported where structural 
failure was the primary cause and one where radical 
manoeuvres caus ed structural failure. 

Two parac hute deployments 
thermal induced accidents. 

were reported, both in 
These incidents under-

line the importance of carrying parachutes especially 
on inland sites and also the necessity of looking 
after the parachute including regular repacking 
and inspection of both the parachute and its container. 

One mid-air collision was reported and many incidents 
of close encounters of the stupid or selfish kind 
were reported where pilots "hog" the air space 
irregardless of other pilots, especially beginners. 

INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATION: 

The improvement of the safety record hopefully 
confirms the value of the Instructor Certification 
Program. 

NSW, with the largest number of certified instructors 
had, in proportion, the least number of serious 
accidents. On the other hand, Victoria, with only two 
s chools and three certified instructors, had the 
highest number of serious accidents. Until last 
year there was only one school and pilots were taught 
to Hl standard only. Perhaps Victoria does not have 
enough good advanced training sites or the 
instructions are inadequate for advanced flying. 

ACCIDENT REPORTS: 

The lack of accident reports from some states 
hampers the thorough investigation of various 
causes of accidents, thus making it difficult to 
suggest possible improvements for training or 
even general flying. 

CERTIFICATION OF GLIDERS: 

Certification of gliders to USHGMA standards is 
encouraged to obtain a guaranteed minimum standard 
of safety. If widespread modifications are made and 
are known to the manufacturers, such as the use of 
"french connections", manufacturers should voluntarily 
advise customers of the possible dangers and/or 
suggest required modifications such as sleeving 
of the keel etc. 

If faults that are or may become dangerous are 
found on gliders after distribution, manufacturer's 
should advise pilots of these dangers through 
Skysailor. 

OTHER POINTS ON SAFETY: 

An attitude should be adopted by the more experienced 
pilots to help and instruct the less experienced 
pilots to avoid accidents. If an experienced pilot 



see s a dangerous situation, he should make the 
other pilots aware of it. It might be good for 
the ego to s how how it is done, or to play "god" 
while others are struggling ·and are having 
mishaps, but it can be even more satisfying to 
help prevent accidents and to assist others -
the admiration is usually far greater and more 
lasting if that is what is wanted. 

On crowded sites, the more experienced pilots should 
be able to recognise that less experienced or 
talented pilots might not be able to avoid dangerous 
situations as easily as they can and therefore they 
should not e nforce their "rights" in the air or 
force these pilots into difficult situations. Any 
disputes should be discussed and resolved on the 
ground and not in the air. 

INJURIES: 

From the injury reports and observation of accidents, 
it appears that at least some accidents are almost 
inevitable. If accidents cannot be prevented at 
least one should try to minimise the sustained 
injuries. The following method could be used 
to advantage: 

7. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

If it becomes obvious that a crash is inevitable, 
the pilot should assume the para position, flare 
hard and just before impact grab one upright 
of the A-frame with both hands. This should 
allow the glider frame to absorb most of the 
impact without the risk of broken wrists and 
arms. The para position should keep fragile 
parts such as the head and spine away from the 
impact area and allow the legs and arms to 
absorb most of the shock. 

ORDINARY BUSINESS 

Motion: That Craig Aitken be re-appointed 
HGFA President. 

Moved by: F .E. 
Seconded by: QHGA 
Result: 

Motion: 

Carried Unanimously. 

That Wesley Hill be re-appointed 
HGFA Secretary. 

Moved by: F.E. 
Seconded by: THGA 
Result: Carried Unanimously. 

Motion: That Robert Owens be re-appointed 
HGFA Treasurer. 

Moved by: F.E. 
Seconded by: NSWHGA 
Result: Carried Unanimously. 

Motion: That HGFA take steps to increase 
its insurance cover to $lM. 

Moved by: F .E. 
Seconded by: THGA 
Result: Carried Unanimously. 

Comments: It was felt that, as insurance 
claims of a serious nature were likely to 
exceed $500,000, it was essential that our 
insurance cover was increased accordingly. 
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e) 

f) 

g) 

h) 

Motion: 

Moved by: 
Seconded by: 
Results: 

Motion: 

That the 1984 Nationals be held 
at Ben Nevis, Victoria, immediately 
following the XC Classic. 
F.E. 
VHGA 
Carried Unanimously. 

That a budget be prepared for the 
Nationals and submitted to the 
Executive at least 3 months prior 
to the competition. Also, that the 
entry fee be set by the Executive 
after examining the budget. 

Moved by: F.E. 
Seconded by: HGAWA 
Result: 

Motion: 

Moved by: 
Seconded by: 
Result: 
For: 
Against: 

Carried Unanimously. 

That a National Ladder be used to 
select all teams representing 
Australia. 
F.E. 
QHGA 
Carried. 
QHGA, NSWHGA, ACTHGA, SAHGA 
VHGA, THGA, HGAWA 

Comments: It was felt that some system 
involving scoring pilots from several comps 
was necessary to select the best possible 
team. However, this system is a disadvantage 
for some pilots who may have to travel large 
distances to compete in competitions. 

Motion: That teams representing Australia 
are selected on the basis - 2 
members from the most recent 
Nationals and the remainder for 
a National Ladder. 

Moved by: F.E. 
Seconded by: THGA 
Result: Lost. 
For: VHGA, THGA, HGAWA 
Against: QHGA, NSWHGA, ACTHGA, SAHGA. 

----------------~~~~~ ...... ~P~h~il Mathewson. 



i) 

j) 

k) 

1) 

Motion : 

Moved by: 
Result: 

Motion: 

That teams representing 
Australia are selected entirely 
from the most recent Nationals. 
F.E. 
Lapsed , for want of seconding. 

That pilots selected to represent 
Aust at World Championships be 
required to lodge a bond of $200 
with the HGFA no less than 90 days 
p rior to ~he competition . If the 
pilot subsequentl y attends the 
compo his bond will b e r efunded, 
otherwise it will be distributed 
among the team members. 

Moved by: F.E. 
Seconded by: NSWHGA 
Result: 

Motion: 

Carried Unanimously. 

That the HGFA place a $5 rejoini ng 
levy on all members not renewing 
by 31 December for the following 
year. 

Moved by: F.E. 
Seconded by: THGA 
For: 

Abstain: 

QHGA, NSWHGA,· VHGA, THGA, SAHGA, 
HGAWA 
ACTHGA 

Comment: Discussion of this motion made it 
clear that it was essential for pilots to be 
members at all times. pilots who renewed 
late, often kept flying. These pilots were 
therefore uninsured and flying illegally until 
they renewed. 

Motion: 

Moved by: 
Seconded by: 
Result: 

That the HGFA fees for 1984 be 
set at $21 plus insurance premium, 
plus State Associations. 
F.E. 
QHGA 
Carried Unanimously. 

Ted McAllen. 
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Bruce Cunningham. 

m)i) Motion: That, subject to legal advice, 
the HGFA implement some form of 
glider certification. 

Moved by: NSWHGA 
Seconded by: THGA 
Result: 

ii) Motion: 

Carried Unanimously. 

That the HGFA require, for all new 
gliders sold after 1 October 1983, 
the then current US HGMA standards 
be accepted, with the sole modific
ation that allows a more cost
effective method of collection and 
presentation of the documentation 
data. 

Moved by: NSWHGA 
Seconded by: SAHGA 
Result: 

iii) Motion: 

Moved by: 
Seconded by: 
Result: 

Carried Unanimously. 

That the HGFA approach DOA to 
delegate the HGFA to prescribe 
standards for new hang gliders 
sold in Australia. 
F.E. 
QHGA. 
Moved Unanimously. 

Comments: It was felt that certification of 
gliders was necessary. However, there may 
be legal complications and legal advice should 
be sought. The US HGMA standards were adopted 
on the advice of a meeting of manufac turers 
held last year. It was decided that the sole 
modification of using testimony for flight 
tests instead of film would help keep some of 
the costs down without degrading the value of 
the tests. October 1st was considered to be a 
date which allow sufficient time for the 
manufacturers to implement the certification 
procedures. The third motion would, if 
successful, provide the HGFA with the grounds 
for a grant to aid the certification process. 
Also, it may give the HGFA the legal right 
to demand certification. 



n) withdrawn. 

0) Motion: The section on first aid in the 
(ammP.nded): handbook be revised by the NSWHGA. 
Moved by: NSWHGA 
Seconded by: HGAWA 
Result: Carried Unanimously. 

8. MOTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

Motion: That the HGFA formulate guidelines 
for two-up flying, and that these 
guidelines be included in the 
HGFA Handbook. 

Moved by: F.E. 
Seconded by: THGA 
Result: 

Motion: 

Hoved by: 
Seconded by: 
Result: 

Motion: 

Moved by: 
Seconded by: 
Result: 

Motion: 

Carried Unanimously. 

Ross Wilkinson. 

That the procedure for serious 
breaches of the rules, such as 
flying in controlled airspace, by 
a member are: 
1st breach - disciplinary action 

by state assoc. 
2nd breach - automatic pilot de

rating not less than 
3 months 

3rd breach - notifying DOA via 225 
4th breach - expulsion from HGFA 
VHGA 
QHGA 
Carried Unanimously. 

That Richard Dakers be reimbursed 
$1000. for travelling and office 
expenses. 
F .E. 
VHGA 
Carried Unanimously. 

That the HGFA executive be 
authorised to invest up to $3000 
on the acquisition or part
acquisition of a computer system. 

Moved by: F.E. 
Seconded by: NSWHGA 
Result: Carried Unanimously 

e) 
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Motion: 

Mike Sabin. 

That short term membership fees 
for 1984 be set at $3.00 plus 
insurance premium. 

Moved by: F .E. 
Seconded by: VHGA 
Result: Carried Unanimously. 

Gavin Bond (filling in for Gavin Hill) 



The FAI in its wisdom, has created three 
international badges for hang glider pilots: 
the Delta Bronze - any Hang 2 pi lot should be 
capable of obtaining one of these; 

the De l ta Gold - you need to set a new world 
record to get one of these; and 

the De lta Silver . 

Obviously , the Bronze Badge is too easy to be a 
rea l challenge , and the Gold Badge is difficult 
enough to be almost impossib l e. The Silver Badge 
however , is difficult enough to be worth doing , 
and is definitely possible. 

If you want to get a Delta Silver Badge, you have 
to do three thi ngs: 

1) A f light of 5 hours duration 
2) A height gain of 1,000 metres 
3) A distance flight of 50 kms 

Also , you must have a FAI Sporting Licence 
(Application Form in your HGFA Handbook) and a 
Delta Bron ze Badge. 

There is a problem in obtaining your Delta Silver 
Badge - you have to be able to prove you did the 
tasks . 

1984 
Victoria 

- 16 January at 

HGFA NATIONAL LADDER 
Duration Task: This one is easy - jus t get your 
friendly n e i ghbourhood FAI Offi cial Observer to 
watch you f l y for 5 hours at some boring coa stal 
s ite. 

(Based on guidelines by Mike Mei e r). 

He ight Task: For thi s you ' ll need a barograp h. 
Have your Official Observer seal your barograph, 
take-off, gain at leas t 1000 metres (3, 500 ' ), l and , 
get your Official Obser ver to unseal your 
baragraph and sign the trace . If your barograph 
hasn't been calibrated in the last year, you 'll 
have to get it done within the next month. 

Distance Task: Once again, you'll need a barograph, 
sealed by an Official Observer b e fore take-off. Fly 
for distance of at least 50 kms. You'll need to h ave 
two witnesses (or one Offic ial Observer) see you 
land. Having two landing witnesses can be 
difficult to organise. A back-up system is to put 
a seal on your glider which prevents you 
disassembling it. Then, if you don't have two 
landing witnesses, you can wait for your Official 
Observer to arrive before you pack up instead. 
When measuring your distance you will have to use 
the "Arc of a Great Circle" method. 

1981 

1 982 

1983 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6 . 
7. 
8. 
9. 

If you do all these things, you can then apply 10. 
for your Delta Silver Badge. The HGFA has a fo rm 11. 
specifically for this purpose , available from t he 12. 
Se cretary. If this form i s completed properly 13. 
and sent in to the HGFA with the necessary docum- 14. 
e ntation (calibration chart, witness forms, barograph 15. 
traces), your Delta Silve r should be in the mail 16. 
within a month. 17. 

So far , there is only one pi lot in Australia with 
a Delta Silve r - there could be many more . 
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18. 
19. 
20 . 

Nationals 1 9 . 2 
NSW 14.2 
Classic 15 .25 
SA 10.89 (only top 3 p l aces on file) 
VIC 10.39 

Nationals 17.48 
Classic 15. 74 
Illewarra 1 6 . 53 
NSW 11. 6 (-1 due to inaccurate re s ults ) 

Classic 14.11 
Nationals 16.87 

S Moyes 363, 340, 393 1096 
Rick Duncan 383, 347, 354 1084 
I Jarman 299, 366, 357 1022 
A Daniel 270, 308, 430 1008 
S Gilmour 313, 378, 304 995 
D Scott 322, 297 , 375 994 
B Daniel 349, 218, 412 979 
S Powter 299, 238, 322 859 
p Mathewson 342, 250, 253 845 
B Rushton 193, 313, 333 839 
R De Groot 222, 299, 308 829 
R Martin 284, 240, 287 811 
Russell Duncan 239, 228, 325 792 
J Reynoldson 285, 204 , 284 773 
S Blenkinsop 141, 400, 219 760 
C Worth 179, 356 , 136 671 
S Duncan 159, 184, 270 613 
B Beer 256, 176 , 170 602 
G Woodward 188 , 238 , 149 575 
S Kenworthy 256 , 89 , 226 571 



IAN JARMAN. 

You may remember early last year an add run by 
Adventure Travel for a hang gliding trek into 
NepaL ... "Wings over Nepal" (the original Nepal 
trek) .... anyway after over a week of investigation 
and site selection I've come to the amazing 
realisation that there are some damn big hills over 
here. If we could just smuggle a couple of the 
smaller foothills home, they would have to re-write 
Aust. geographical texts .... so, are they flyable? 
I can hear everyone muttering .... alright .... 
yesterday we finally got the gliders cleared through 
Customs, oh, the sweet hassles of travel .... what is 
this Heng Griding? Ooh Sir, very sorry Sir, will 
need special permission from Minister of Tourism, 
Immigration, Customs, Agriculture, Birth- Control and 
Water and Sewerage (exaggerated there, they don't 
have one for that, in fact they don't have any of it) 
.... anyway to finally get them out we had to organise 
a demonstration flight for the Ministers involved ... oh 
darn, will this mean I have to go -flying ... been lazing 
around, high in these hills, watching the 'chilas' 
coming in low over the hotel roof then finding a 
bubble, circling up to cloud base at about 14,000', 
usually by the time one has climbed a thousand feet 
there are as many as 12 or 15 of these small eagles 
skying out ..... the body gets all jittery at these 
times, knowing I have to wait a little longer to 
join them .... so , the Kathmandu area is eminently 
flyable, surrounded by 3 and 4 thousand foot hills, 
but restricted due to the airport and the King's 
Palace . - "Oh my Gosh Sir, you can not fly over the 
King's Palace, Oh no Sir!!" (these bits are to be 
read in your best Pakistani or Indian accent or 
Nepali) . 

Today I drive out of Kathmandu a little to find a 
good site for the demonstration .... I imagine there 
will be a couple of hundred sites within the 40k, 
or whatever it takes to get out of the valley to 
the south - but the Ministers must be able to drive 
to launch which could present some problems. 

Last week I spent 6 days in the Pokhara region 
determining our route and discovering take-offs 
and landings - extracts from the diary may help 
give you the picture. 

March 15 

6am start to Pokhara - 7 hours of bus madness. Over 
the first ridge from Kathmandu and I freak out as 
we wind a precarious descent into a windy, narrow 
valley, but things improve from there until the 
last 60km to Pokhara follows a steep continuous 
ridge of 1 - 3 thousand feet. Arrive pokhara, 2pm , 
welcomed by gross overdevelopment which obscures 
the mountains. Walk a few miles to Tibetan Camp 
(refugee) and catch first glimpse of Machhapucchare 
(23'000) through clouds. 
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PART ONE? 
March 16 

Leave Hyangja (Tibetan Camp) 6am as first sunlight 
hits the highest peaks - unbelievable - gold to 
white against a deep blue - snow banners drift to 
form small leeside cu's. Walk to Suikhet - the 
valley flat and flanked by excellent ridges - passible 
flight from north ridge ~ith idea of XC back toward 
Machhapucchare along the Seti-Khola. From here we 
climb to Navdandn. This (the southern ridge) area 
has enormous potential with take-offs all along ridge 
at about 5,000-5,400 ASL (2,000 vertical). First 
cu's about lOam and continue to cy'cle all day - no 
00. Continue through Khare, Birethanti on the Modi 
Khola, then up to Tirkhe ghunde - am buggared as 
my guide-sherpa sets a gruelling pace. 

March 17 

Climb to Ghorepani - extremely steep and was glad 
to arrive at 10.30 am (refused to go any further 
on this day). Cu's started early (8am) and by 
11.00 had strong vertical development, all wind 
was up face (every face) and over-developing by 
midday. Can not fly on this side of ridge - tomorrow 
to Poon Hilt. Bloody cold up here at 9,500' since 
getting clouded in. 

March 18 

Arise S.30am to some misty cloud as we climb to 
Poon (10,500') but it is clear over the mountains 
for the sunrise. To watch the sunrise across the 
Himalayas' is an experience indescribable by words 
alone ..... the wind is light SW-W and from behind the 
two possible launches. With less than an hour of 
early sunlight on the peaks, clouds are forming and 
the convection on the east face (not Stanwelll is 
surprisingly strong and soon brings convective 
cloud from below. By 7.00am we are socked in with 
an 8-10mph up slope breeze and base is 500' below 
TO. 

Descent to Birethanti, disappointed that Poon is 
unflyable and check out possible landing sites 
further downstream along the Modi Khola. Over
clouding and down valley wind flow by at 3pm , but 
no storm today, and was clear again at dusk. 



-~ 

Hang Gliding In Nepal 
Hy .-\ Reporter 

"It's quite an 
honour to be the first 
hang glider pilot in 
Nepa I" , said 
Australian Ian Jarman 
as he leaped into 
flight from the hill 
ock in scenic 
Dhulikhel Friday 
morning. 

Using an 11 metre 
wing span, yellow and 
whi t e glider, weighing 
35 kgs . Jarman gave a 
demonstration of his 
skill 1n the presence 
of the Mini s t e r of 
state for Tourism 
Deepak Bohra, other 
men from the ministry, 
high officials from 
the Department of 
Civil Aviation, and a 
sizeable crowd of 
local inhabitants. 

Resembling a gigantic 
Garuda as he stood 
poised over t he e d ge 
of the hi llock, Jarma n 
waited a few mi nute s 
for a favourable 
breeze before t aking 
off . 

The his t o r ic 
f l ight, one of the 
first of i t s kin d i n 
Nepal l as t ed about 
four and a ha l f 
minutes tho ugh a 
second a ttempt was of 
a l onger duration. 

RECORD 
An experienced 

hang glider pilot, the 
tal l Australian has to 
his credit an 8 hour 
flying time record 
covering a distance of 
120 miles and 
achieving a height of 
19,000 ft. "This is my 
own per s onal record", 
he says modestly. 

Jarman is an 
advance party member 
of a 14 man Australian 
hang g liding team 
scheduled to begin 
their venture in 
picturesque Pokhara 
valley s tarting March 
29 to Apr i 1 lO. Areas 
covered during their 
flight will be Hengja, 
Dhampus, Suikhet, 
Chandrakot , 
Beraythante, 
Phewa l ake 
Pokhara t own . 

Naudanda, 
includin g 

Inter national 
Trekkers the 
organise rs 
years 
balloonin g 
arranging 
group 

of last 
hot a1r 

event are 
for the 

1n Nepal. 
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March 19 

Awoke to rain shower and dark wind torn clouds 
tearing across the Annapurnas' (23-26,000 ' ). 
Climbed to Chandrokot as cloud cleared. Found a 2 
step cliff launch for possibl e flight into Modi 
Khola. Faces sun and gets early convection while 
valley is still in shadow and has katabatic flow -
difficult but possibl e. At Khore, cu's were beginning 
to fluff and fade - looked across at a couple of 
launch sites near Dumphus - maybe possible to 
glide across and land on top at Naudanda as the 
Dhumpus ridge is about 6,000 ' . Check out Phewa 
Lake camp site and landings f or final flights from 
Sarangkot (5,500 ' peak above Pokhara). The area 
accordi ng to eagles and clouds becomes soarable 
from about 10 . 30arn. 

March 20 

unstable air still persisting with early morning 
storms, but clears until we return to Kathmandu. 
Will set XC route along Highway from Sarangkot back 
toward Kathmandu for last day - hailstorm greets 
us in Kathmandu - getting anxious to fly after 
looking at the sky and eagles for so many days ..... 

By next month we will probably be back with photos 
and the what actually happened - I can't wait to 
read about it myself, because from here I still 
can't believe it happening , and besides they 
wouldn't print it in Skysailor if it wasn't tru e -
would they? 

THE 
HANG GLIDING 

CENTRE 
QLD. 

SALES, SERVICE, FLYING LESSONS, 
Agent for, 

SKYTREK SKYLAND 
Probe 

Gyro 

Pulsa r 

Altair 

BUY AS YOU FLY 

20% DEPOSIT -EASY REPAYMENTS 
(SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL,) 

TRADE-INs ACCEPTED 

12 COATS STREET MORNINGSIDE. 4170, 
PHONE 07 - 3955892, 



EXPERIENCE. 

CONFIDENCE 

Late last year I bought a Mars hang glider. 
Previously I had been flying a Hustler and had my 
Hang 1 rating. The first day I flew the Mars was 
disastrous. I hadn't flown for a while and took 
a new kite to a new site - that was my first 
mistake . 

Beginners develop a fear of stalls, so they fly with 
the control bar pulled in to avoid them. I flew the 
Mars with the bar pulled in to the same extent as I 
did with the Hustler. I failed to realize that the 
Mars has a higher angle of attack than that of 
the Hustler. Therefore, the bar would not need to 
be pulled in to the same extent to maintain equal 
airspeed . Secondly, I found the Mars to be more 
responsive than the Hustler, so I overcorrected a 
lot. The result? I flew the kite into the ground 
.... my landing techniques needed work. 

The finale was yet to corne. The little wind there 
was, died off towards the late afternoon. So I 
decided to do a nil-wind take-off. This was a 
new technique with a new kite at a new site -
that was my last mistake. The quality of a take 
off is always tested in nil-wind conditions. 
Anyway, my take-off failed and it resulted in an 
unfortunate accide nt. 

I picked myself up and regarded it as "just another 
nose-in" that was a bit nastier than usual. Little 
did I realize how badly my confidence had been 
shaken. In the months that followed I found 
myself making poor excuses for not going flying. 
I felt physically s ick at every launch and dreaded 
every landing. But the one thing that kept me 
persevering was the brief seconds I did leave the 
ground behind to relive my memories of flight. 

I got by with the excuses until s umme r said good-bye 
to vacations and thermals. Then my friends began 
to take me out flying more. I found that the more 
I handled my kite, the more I got used to it and 
the more I realized what my mistakes were THAT day. 
Constant work on rectifying these mistakes has 
finally begun to payoff. Once again, I'm worthy 
of my Hang 1. 

It's amazing how much "confidence" in yourself and 
your kite plays a major part in your flying 
capabilities. Too little confidence as wel l as 
too much, can lead you into all sorts of 
difficulties . 

F. Fledgling. 
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AIR SPEED 

From my own experience and from talking to beginner 
hang glider pilots, one of the most confusing and 
hardest topics to grasp is 'air speed'. It's all 
very well to say "Feel the wind on your face, by 
the response of the glider , etc" to judge air speed. 
But being nervous and with everything else on your 
mind, it's hard to relax to 'feel the air speed'. 

The solution I found was to fit a Hall (or another 
brand) air speed indicator to the upright of the 
control bar. 

While this does not indidcate your true air speed 
it does give you a relative air speed. 

OK, so what relative air speed do you fly at? 

Well you could ask an experienced pilot to fly your 
glider , fitted with the ASI which is positioned 
parallel to the air flow and not the keel. The ASI 
can be adjusted during flight if you do not tighten 
the securing wingnut too much. He may not even 
have to fly your glider to advise you on what speed 
to fly at, say lSmph for min sink speed , a little 
faster when close to the ground or entering a turn 
etc. 

The ASI is a great help when the wind is off slightly 
in preventing downwind stalls by taking your 
reference from the ASI and response of the glider 
and not the ground. 

Another bonus is its assistance in landing, ie, it 
enables you to keep your air speed up by glancing 
at it out of the corner of your eye . This applies 
to both top and bottom landings. 

After a while, try to guess your relative flying 
speed checking to see how close you were on the ASI. 
This develops your feel for air speed. Next slow down 
a little more each time (being careful not to go 
below a predetermined speed) feeling the glider's 
response become sluggish as it approaches its 
stalling speed. 

With more flying time you will find that you have 
developed your feel for flying speed and you won't 
need the ASI anymore. 

I know that while I was first learning to fly my 
ASI was my Guardian Angel, not sitting on my 
shoulder , but on my A frame. 

Safe Flying 
PATRICK PURCELL 



From the Safety 

LAUNCHING IN DIFFICULT CONDI1IONS: 

More than 50% of all accidents occur in the first 
few seconds of the critical launch phase. Not 
only beginners are affected but also experienced 
pilots. The latter often being affected when the 
problems of difficult take-off sites and un
suitable wind conditions are compounded and un
derestimated by the pilot. 

While instinct tells the novice and the intermed
iate pilots when to pack up the glider again 
and walk back, some of the "GUN" pilots might 
have lost this instinct. Because good launches 
are the norm, more risky launches are attempted 
- sheer drops, wind over the back, gusty and 
strong wind conditions, cross winds etc. 

The following tips are not intended to persuade 
the less experienced pilots to take more risks 
but rather for the experienced pilot to reflect 
on his own launch techniques 

SHEER DROPS: 

A launch over the edge of a sheer cliff is some
times the only possible launch method on some 
sites. It is a most dangerous take-off and 
inexperienced pilots should not attempt it. A 
mistake could be fatal. 

This type of launch is often a matter of nerves. 
Hesitation and a possible lifting of the nose 
because of lack of wind away from the edge can 
mean a stall and side slip back into the cliff. 

A sudden gust at the edge will leave the glider 
at the mercy of the wind and it will crash back 
into the launch area or worse. 

During launch, it is imperative that the nose 
of the glider is kept down and a strong, positive 
run is made over the edge. This will ensure 
that the glider will fly through any gusts and 
the strong updraughts at the edge. Before 
climbing into the harness, the glider should be 
under full control and away from the rocks. 

It is most important that there are no obstacles 
in the launch area as the pilot usually concen
trates totally on his launch. Any risk factor 
will increase the tension of an already tense 
pilot. 

Assistants are usually required on the nose and 
often on the side wires and it is absolutely 
essential that clear instructions are given to 
the assistants. Assistants have been "run over" 
by tense pilots and gliders have been damaged 
by the premature or late release of the nose or 
side wires. 
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Director: 

ULRICH KOSMER. 

CHANGE OF STEEPNESS OF A LAUNCH PATH: 

Very often, flat terrain gives way to a steep 
drop on a launch site. Beginners are often 
tempted, because of comfort, to start the launch 
from the flat area where the wind blows horizon
tally. However, when they reach the steep drop, 
the angle of attack of the glider is far too 
high and the glider stalls. 

This is because the wind changes its path up the 
mountain and will probably blow parallel to the 
ground at the steep part and follow the curvature 
over to the flat area. Unless the pilot changes 
the nose attitude, as he reaches the steep drop, 
to follow the wind direction, the glider will 
stall. 

Therefore, it would be better if the pilot did 
not start his launch right from the top but rather 
from a few meters down the slope. The angle of 
attack remains the same even after taking off. 
Also the ground does not fall away so quickly, 
thus allowing some assistance from ground effect 
if the launch run is a bit hesitant. 

---START 

" 
LAUNCH HERE. ~ .-/ -- ----~ "-

"
"-

LAUNCHES FROM FLAT TERRAIN: 

Especially with little wind, the only possible 
launch method is to hold the nose down and run 
as long and hard as possible. The glider will 
lift eventually and ground effect can then be 
used, by skimming close to the ground, to in
crease the speed and eventually lift the glider 
away from the hill. 

"WIND OVER THE BACK LAUNCHES" 

Unless only a slight breeze is coming from the 
back of the launch path, a launch should not be 
attempted . The launch speed has to be at least 
the sum of the stall speed of the glider and the 
wind from the back. In addition, turbulence and 
rotors can be expected , if the wind strength is 
in excess of a breeze. 



"CROSS WIND" LAUNCHES: 

The more sensitive and the higher the performance 
of the glider, the more it reacts to cross winds. 
The lift will always be higher on one side and 
if started under these conditions, the glider 
will curve away from the wind direction, and 
eventually fly down wind. The glider will then 
stall and crash back into the hill. 

Before launching, the glider should always be able 
to be held in equilibrium without having to apply 
force. With light cross winds, this means that 
the glider has to be held at an angle to the hill 
- however, this angle should not exceed 30 degrees. 
If there is still a chance, that the glider will 
drift sideways, one wing can be held slightly 
lower than the other so that the glider has a 
slight tendency to curve into the wind. 

Always use streamers or other indicators to 
ensure that the cross wind is not excessive when 
a launch is attempted. 

\\\ 
P \ DIRECTION OF LAUNCH. 

LAUNCHES IN GUSTY CONDITIONS: 

Patience is required under these conditions. 
The pilot has to be ready to launch as soon as 
the conditions calm down enough to launch - this 
sometimes mean a wait of half an hour or more. 
Sometimes the lulls last only seconds and the 
pilot has to be ready for it. Gusts can often 
be heard in the trees well below the launch site 
and the pilot and assistants have to be ready 
to abandon the launch at any moment and secure 
the glider. Sometimes it is better to relax and 
wait for a few hours for conditions to moderate 
or to abandon flying for the day if conditions 
are unlikely to improve. 

An anonymous letter was received from a "Queensland 
Flier" claiming that the Queensland flying 
fraternity was put in a bad light by the published 
report of the Double Island Point accident. 

The comments were based on a report received 
from a flier who claimed to have been with the 
injured pilot after the crash and there was no 
reason to doubt the accuracy of the report. 

It was certainly never intended to put the 
Queensland fliers as a group in a "bad light" 
and I sincerely apologise to those that felt 
offended by the article. 
The comment was, that to fly over a badly injured 
pilot lying on the ground requiring perhaps 
assistance with his injuries or his equipment, 
would appear to be callous or indifferent. This 
applies to any accjdent not just this particular 
incident. 

Ulrich Kosmer. 

If the "Queensland Flier" would supply his name 
his letter may be printed anonymously. This is 
editorial policy. Ed. 
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Dealers for Moyes, Sky trek, Pacific Kites, 
Airwaves and Seedwings. 

Why go anywhere else, when it's all here 
in the one shop? 

Talk to Ian, Larry, Michelle or Peter today. 

PHONE (02) 698 8584 or drop by for a cuppa. 

(dealer enquiries welcome) 



LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 

Dear Sir 

I have a pet peeve , and that is reading in sport 
columns or listening on the radio to jockies , 
football morons , cricket nits and bowling clones 
being referred to as M Bloggs, R Nerd , or B McMuck . 
It is archaic and total l y impersonal - and needless. 

Surely there i s the space to call the bloke by his 
first name rather than an initial. You don ' t 
wander up to a site and say "Nice bungle D cummings ", 
"Forgot yer helmet again S Duncan?". " I wouldn't 
go in that rotor R Chandler!" . "Don't fly in them 
thongs L Linneweber ! " 

Often with j ust a stupid initial (how very English 
Public Skool), you don ' t know if that P Smith is 
the bugger who borrowed $10 off you at Byron Bay , 
or not. 

Keep it per sonal gang ! 
JOHN ALLEN 

Sorr y J ohn b u t we print what we get. 
~¢. (oops ) Edwardl 

Dear Sir 

I apologise for not writing this letter sooner. 
However it seems a reply is necessary to Dennis 
Cummings ' article - "DOA - Dennis on Airspace" in 
January Skysailor. 

That artic l e looked at a news item in The 
Australian under the headline "New Committee to 
Oversee Use of National Airspace" . The news 
item mentioned the formation of a committee of 
airspace users to liaise with DOA for optimisation 
of airspace utilisation. 

It is true that hang gliders did not rate a mention 
in that press. And yes, balloonists, aerial 
agriculture pilots, commuters, glider pilots and 
air lines, etc. etc. were represented. 

Invitations to attend last November's airspace 
symposium were extended to representatives of 
every aspect of aviation. I have in front of me 
the alphabetical distribution list of invitations 
to participants . Right there between Gui.1d of 
Air Pilots and Minimum Aircraft Federation 
appears ... . Hang Gliding Federation of Australia. 
It seems an incorrect address may have been 
affixed to our invitation. 
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The tragedy is that of the 21 bodies invited, the 
Hang Gliding Federation and Parachute Federation 
were the only 2 who failed to attend. (Sorry 
about the windsurfers and ab- sailors Dennis. 
Apparently they don ' t use enough airspace to 
warrant an invitation) . 

All, however, is not lost. The Chairman of the 
Airspace Steering Committee contacted the NSW 
Association Executive subsequent to the sumposium. 
(He had assumed by our absence that we were not 
very interested. In haste we nominated State 
Association Secretaries as our delegates to the 
various - REGIONAL AIRSPACE USERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
(RAPAC) and an HGFA representative to the 
NATIONAL AIRSPACE USERS ADVISORY COUNCIL (NAPAC). 

All details pertaining to the s t ructure of the 
above bodies were required to be (and werej , 
submitted prior to April 15. We have written to 
and spoken with many sport aviation groups and 
airspace users and despite a reported protestation 
from one segment, the overall reaction has been 
most supportive . 

Interestingly , the DOA attitude also seems 
encouraging. From a paper presented at the 
symposium by Mr R M Whitecross, Assistant Secretary , 
Air Traffic Services Branch , and referring to 
airspace proposals, I quote -

"The Dept is not happy with the continuation of the 
system as it has operated in the past. A better 
system of consultation is needed". 

and 

"It is suggested the most effective means by which 
aviation organizations can provide input to DOA is 
by formation of representative groups in each 
state. These Regional representative groups would 
then be availab l e for consultation by the Dept 
when significant changes to airspace allocation 
are proposed . . . . " 

The main thrust of Mr Whitecross ' address seems to 
imply that the Dept would readily implement any 
airspace proposals which were proffered by a co
ordinated body of ai r space users. He places a 
lot of emphasis on negotiation at Regional level. 

We are represented on National and Regional 
Consultative Bodies . How much we get and how soon 
we get it would seem to depend on how well we 
perform in these arenas. 

BRUCE CUNNINGHAM 

Upon contacting the HGFA it seems that no-one 
including yoursel f Bruce has contacted the 
Federation on this matter. As a result they are 
curious as to who is representing them . how 
that person was nominated and when. 

Ed. 
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DATE OF MANUFACTURE. 

PILOT FLYING 

ALTIMETER 
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OTHER 
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o AMBULANCE 
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HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 

The Administrator, 
14 Balcombe Road, 

Mentone, Victoria 3194 

APPLICATION FOR SHORT TERM MEMBERSHIP 

A short term membership with the HGFA entitles an individual to two 
benefit s for a period of 3 months. First, it entitles him/her to legally 
operate a hang glider under Department of Aviation regulations. Second, it 
provides public liability insurance coverage for any property damages or 
personal lnJuries to another person stemming from the member's hang 
gliding activities up to a maximum of $500, 000 for anyone incident with 
a $200 excess. These benefits begin immediately after the individual signs 
the application below. These benefits terminate exactly 3 calendar months 
from the date of this application unless the member has, in that period, 
taken out full membership. Only full members will receive the monthly 
magazine 'SkySailor' and the HGFA Handbook. 

The cost of short term membership is $ .. . and should be paid before any 
hang gliding is undertaken. This amount can be paid direct to the 
instructor , safety officer etc . who will give you this part of the 
application as a receipt and forward the other portions directly. 

Name: .. . ........... . ................................................•. 

Date of application:.. . . . . . . . . . . .. Date of termination: . ....... .... .. .• .. 

Fee taken by: . ..... ..... ....... . ......... .. ................. .... •...... 

Applicant's name (please print) : ... ... ................................•.. 

Address: ............................... . ............................. . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Postcode: ....................... . 

I hereby apply for short term membership with the HGFA and understand 
that this allows me to legally operate a hang glider and to receive public 
liability insurance. These benefits apply for only 3 calendar months from 
the date below. I agree to abide by the constitution, rules , regulations and 
instructors of the HGFA and of the association of the state in which I reside. 

Signed: ......... .. . .......... . ...... . ....... Date: • ..................... 

Fee taken by: ... . ................................... . 

Notification of short term member -

Name: ................. ... ............................ . 

Address: . .... . ............................... . ..• • .........• .. ......... 

. .. .............. .. .........• Postcode: . ......................• 

Date of application: ................ . ..... .. ... .. ....................... . 

Fee taken by: . ............ .... .. . .......... .. .......... .• ........ . ..... 
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PARACHUTES AUSTRALIAm: 
68 WENTWORTH AVE., SYDNEY 2010 

Tel. (02) 211·5555 

ITEM NUHBER U9 $226.00 

(WITH RECESSED PARACHUTE CONTAINER) 

DELUXE COCOON 

HARNESS 
Quality at the right price 

SMALL 5'2" - 5'5" MEDIUM 5'6" - 5'9" LARGE 5 ' 10" - 6' 2 " 

DEPLOYMENT BAG, ITEM U13 $15.50 

BACK-UP CHUTE CANOPY, ITEM P5 $297.00 

PACK & ASSE!>1BLE 

BALLAST COMPART~iliNT, ADD 

OUTSIDE COLOUR (CORDURA) 

$15.00 

$20.00 

INSIDE COLOUR (NYLON DUCK) ........................... . 

STRIPE (1) .................. (2) 

INSIDE 

COLOURS AVAILABLE 

NYLON DUCK 

RED 

YELLOW 

GREEN 

BLUE 

SKY BLUE 

WHITE 

SILVER 

BROWN 

BLACK 

TAN 

ORANGE 

CORDURA 

RED 

YELLOW 

LIME GREEN 

DARK GREEN 

ICE BLUE 

MID BLUE 

NAVY BLUE 

RUST 

SAND 

BROWN 

BLACK 

ORANGE 

NAME: •••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••.•••• DATE: •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•. 

ADDRESS: . • • • • • • . • • . • • • • • • • . • • • . . • . • • • • • • • • • CUSTOMER O/NO: ........................... . 

DESPATCH By: ••••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••• 

PHONE: ••••••••.••••••.•••..••••••••••.••••• RECEIVED: .. $ ............................ . 

RECEIPT NO.: •••••••••.•••••.••••••••.•••• 



Dear Peter 

I guess in self-defence I should reply in part to the 
letter from Mr C P Skeates in the April '83 issue 
and make some comments on the article quoted by 
Bernie Beer in the same page. 

Quite apart from Mr Skeates's plea to take his 
claims as true, entirely on faith, I could point 
out that there are serious flaws in his statements. 

Firstly , as far as I know, there is no such thing 
as the law of "conservation of mass". I certainly 
never said there was , and if Mr Skeates thinks 
there is, he certainly knows so little about 
physics as to be completely unqualified to comment 
on it. 

As for the capability of physics to describe the 
phenomena observed by human senses: Newtonian 
Physics was superceded only when physicists began 
to investigate to the atomic and subatomic levels, 
and this only with the help of sophisticated 
equipment . Certainly non-Newtonian interactions are 
in general, not observable unaided. Physics, whether 
Newtonian (I used Newtonian physics in my previous 
article) or relativistic does not deal only with the 
"macroscopic " world. In fact the "microscopic" 
world Mr Skeates speaks of is probably physics' 
major field of study. 

In total Mr Skeates' letter is entirely and purely 
a request to take his word on faith, with a few 
buzzwords that he doesn;t really understand the 
meaning of, thrown in. I very much doubt that any 
further correspondence from him on the same issue 
will contain anything more convincing. 

Much as I respect Bernie Beer as a pilot, I feel 
that he has been somewhat misled by the article in 
Wings. As the Editor pointed out, the article 
contains a large number of flaws. 

The first of these is the physics quoted. If an article 
is to quote physics , let it do so correctly. The 
author has clearly mixed up the definitions of kinetic 
energy and momentum. For example, he quotes kinetic 
energy as (mass x speed). This is momentum. 

I suggest that the "physics" part of this article 
be read in conjunction with my previous article. 
It is easy to see that the author really does not 
understand even simple physics, and is a victim 
of both the misconceptions I attempted to clear up . 

I turn now to the examples quoted. The helicopter 
example is the most suspect, since we are not 
dealing with flight outside a wind gradient, but 
with a very strong one . The helicopter was at 10', 
supposedly flying, not moving, so a wind gradient 
must have existed. The cause of the accident was 
supposedly quoted as being that the helicopter 
required less engine power while flying than hovering. 

Notwithstanding that anyone attempting a 180 turn at 
10' in a strong wind gradient needs his head read, 
we can only assume from the accident cause report, 
that the pilot, fooled by his apparent lack of ground 
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speed thought he was hovering and turned as if this 
were so , by levelling out without increasing powp.r and 
slowing/speeding up the tail rotor. At this point he 
really would be attempting to hover with respect to 
the air around him, would begin to pick up ground 
speed and because he had not increased power , would 
sink. Having only 10' off the deck doesn't give you 
much time to apply power once you 've made that 
mistake. This example has nothing to do with the 
case we are arguing. 

The second example I admit I cannot pose an explanation 
for. 

I might comment that the supposed differences in 
speed and sink rate are pretty gross - a 10 knot 
wind supposedly generating differences in sink 
rate of 700 fpm and 10 knots of airspeed depending 
on the direction of the turn. 

This is not exactly a "microscopic" effect !! 
Certainly it is not observed in this sort of 
magnitude when hang gliding. If it were then 
this argument would not be taking place . The 
report is suspect. 

I can only suggest at this juncture that anyone 
who really wants to find out for themselves whether 
this effect is real or not, merely has to go 
flying from a very high site in a very strong wind, 
and try a few 360s. Once you're sure there's no-one 
else about and that you're nice and high, stabilize 
the glider and close your eyes for a few turns. 
I defy you to tell whether you're going upwind or 
downwind! 

To a certain extent I wish Mr Skeates was correct. 
There has been more than one occasion when purely 
by accident, I have found myself drawn into cumulus 
clouds. In general there is a.wind blowing. If I 
could tell just by the feel which way that wind was 
coming from, I wouldn't have needed my compass to get 
out of the cloud. 

True Mr Skeates , I may be wrong. My mind is open. 
But you haven't given me any substantial reason to 
change it. 

JOHN REYNOLDSON 



Queensland News 

Winners of the Qld Cross Country League were: 

1. Scott Tucker with an average of 35.3 kms. Prize 
200 litres of petrol donated by Caltex Aust. 

2. Gavin Howland with an average of 26.6 kms. 
Prize $45. 

3. Marie Tucker with an average of 20.4 kms. 
Prize $30. 

Charity Fly-A-Thon 

There will be a fly-a-thon at Mt Tamborine in July 
and all proceeds will go to the Spastic Childrens 
Assoc by way of the Miss Australia Quest. Dates 
and more details in next month's Skysailor. 
Anyone wishing to take part in the fly-a-thon 
please contact QHGA, PO Box 212, Morningside 4170, 
or phone 07-3955892. 

New Ratings for April 

Hang 1 

L Buchanan 
B Edwards 
S Grover 
P Maltby 
C Willson 
K Wormington 
P Bonelli 
D Elliott 
S Smithson 
M Reeves 
R Harrison 

Hang 2 

C Morris 
R Mangano 

D Kennedy 
W Mayr 

LIST OF SAFETY OFFICERS 

J Allen 
68 Wilsinson St 
CAIRNS 4870 
Ph 516270 

B Duffy 
PO Box 201 
BILOELA 4715 

G Etherton 
43 Thompson St 
AITKENVILLE 4814 
Ph. 077 751224 

Hang 5 

M Oakes 

T McAllan 
12 Coates st 
MORNINGSIDE 4170 
Ph 3955892 

E McCord 
PO Box 235 
GYMPIE 4570 

R Nevins 
102 Tullai Rd 
MUDGEERABA 4215 

20 

R Chandler 
PO Box 396 
TULLY 4854 

T Hanlon 
210-212 Mary St 
GYMPIE 4570 
Ph W/071 821848 

H/071 825610 

D Hannah 
64 Mt Crosby Rd 
TIVOLI 4305 
Ph 2818'963 

N Roger 
33 Hamilton St 
REDLAND BAY 4165 

C Hooker 
65 Redbank Plains Rd 
GOODNA 4300 
Ph. 2881275 

B Lee 
(No Address) 

M Lewis 
6 Bolong Cr 
FERNY HILLS 4055 
Ph. 3512188 

L Linneweber 
60 Hillview Cres 
CAIRNS 4870 
Ph. W/5ll333 

B Lewis 
102 Tullai Rd 

MUDGEERABA 4215 

H Van Raalte 
852 Kingston Rd 
WATERFORD 4206 
Ph 2006194 

M Oakes 
Suncoast Hang Gliders 
Chevallum Road 
PALl"MOODS 4555 
Ph 071-499185 

P Loxley 
97 Hill Street 
TOOWOOMBA 4350 
Ph 076 327062 

S Newell 
c/- High School 
Campbell St 
ROCKHAMPTON 4701 

D Oxley 
36 Ishrnail St 
CAMIRA 4300 
Ph 2883041 

G Pakullus 

B Panitz 
Maroon Rd 
RATHDOWNEY 
075 441196 

A Pascoe 
60 Hillview Cres 
CAIRNS 4870 
Ph W/5ll333 

Stan Roy 
MIS 2071 
Chevallum Road 
PALMWOODS 4555 

P Saarinen 
MiS 354 
NERANG 
Ph 075 333580 

J Searles 
Woodbury 
YEPPOON 4703 

STucker 
14 Springfield Cres 
SPRINGWOOD 4127 
Ph 2094876 

G Walduck 
PO Box 943 
INNISFAIL 4860 

N Wallace 
2 Parkana Court 
BUDDINA BEACH 4575 

R Whittaker 
160 North Street 
TOOWOOMBA 4350 
Ph 076 327808 



It's Thursday and the 6th day without a fly. Waking 
with a jolt I hear the sound of the wind caressing 
the south-east side of the bedroom. Quickly out 
of bed before I'm grabbed, so I can hear the 
weather report at seven. 

Great ! Forecast is for 15-20 knots south-eas t -
relief is in sight , but not much point in going 
yet , as it's never on until 11 o'clock. 

Car l telephones , he's keen. It's only 8 .30 am and 
he's raring to go. He hasn't flown for 2 weeks, 
so we arranged to meet at White Cliffs, 20 kms 
out of town on the beach. I arrived at 10 o'clock 
to find Carl ready to pop the A-frame on his 
Missile. The wind is a steady 20 mph. I put Carl off 
then set up my Missile. Friendly tourists, the 
"curse of the North" assist with set-up procedure. 
Then it's off - one step, straight up! Carl 's 
at 1400', 1260' above take-off. So with the 
ridge to myself I indulge in a few wingovers and 
porpoises , then Carl calls on the CB coaxing me up 
to the back of the hill . 

There we are playing at " eagles", steadily rising. 
Soon we are at 1700', the highest we have ever been 
off this coastal site although some of the Cairns 
Club members, Freck being one of them and weighing 
some 9 stone, have climbed to 2500 ' over take-off. 
Soon Carl is reading his Altimeter off in 10 ' 
increments . I don't have such "sophisticated" cear . 

Soon its 1800 ', then 1850', Carl 's ecstatic , so I 
can 't get a word in. Carl claims his talk buttcn ge t s 
stuck ! 1900' - 1950' - 1975' - 1990' puts us up and 
we are flying at cloud base. Whispy clouds pass under 
us. We can see back over the Tablelands, Green 
Island and Low Isles. 

After two hours of this, one looks for new challenges. 
There is a ridge which we call the "Big Bowl" a mile 
up the coast which is level with us. Only two of our 
fliers have ever got to it. Chris Bolton in his 
extended 40' EF5 and Laurie Linnewebber, one of 
our mature fliers, in his Pulsar. 

The top of the Bowl is shrouded in cloud, which I 
notice has cleared to several hundred feet over the 
ridge. That's it. I'm off. Once behind White 
Cliffs there is nothing until the Bowl - its 
minimum sink. 

As I approach the Bowl at several hundred feet 
below the top, I don't go straight at the face, I 
aim for the seaward side, drawing level with the 
face, the trees are all going, so it is a quick turn 
and along the face. What a life - I can ' t believe 
it. I arrived at about 1400' after two passes in as 
many minutes and at cloud base. Now Carl ' s following 
me so I talk him in. He is still raving. Now we are 
both at 2650' . Small whispy clouds rush by, so 
here we are ridge soaring the Bowl for the first 
time. Now we can see Mareeba which is 30 miles 
inland on the Tablelands . Now we can see Port 
Douglas, 10 miles away . I decided that is where I'm 
going. Freck has been to the Mowbray River which is 
3 miles away. 

21 

CAIRNS 

The Ridge behind the Bowl for 2 miles runs in a NW-SE 
direction so I won't get any lift until it turns 
shshtly about a mile down. At 2600 ' I turn and fly 
back along the c rest of the ridge sloping half way 
to try and get some lift off a small knob. I lost 
2,)0 ' doing that. The ridge has turned but its 800 ' 
so I 'm s till well above it. 

Car l' s now left the Bowl and wants to know where I am. 
H1S glasses are misted from the tears of joy he is 
sheddi ng. I get a couple of solid thumps. There 
a r e thermals here. I tell Carl. So I do a couple 
of 360 ' s and pick up a couple of hundred feet. 
Carl' s seen me and is coming across the valley. 
I don't hang around. I keep going. The dream is 
in sight , albeit in the distance. Carl's still in 
hot pursuit. 

Port Douglas beach for those of you unfortunate 
enought not to have seen it, is 4 miles long, with 
Port Douglas at the far end. 

Now the ridge is well behind me and I am over some 
cane fields , with 2 miles of Mangrove swamp before 
the beach. I'm glad I've got a Missile and my 
Mega 2 is at home. Bar in and go. Great! 
Soon I'm over the van park, at the south end of the 
beach. Overjoyed at getting this far, I press 
on; now I have run into a strange wind and I have 
to crab a fair bit. 

Carl ' s now over the van park and talking of landing. 
A few words later he is on his way again. I'm fast 
approaching the knob at Port Douglas which is 
soarable, fighting for every foot. I get there 20 ' 
too low to be able to penetrate around into the lift, 
so I go and land on the wide expanse of beach, 
carrying my "dream machine" out of Carl's way. He is 
still raving as he makes his final approach. He 
should be down but his feet are six inches off the 
ground and he can't stop smiling , just like after his 
first soar, and he is holding onto his flying 
wires. We're both ecstatic , he puts his feet down. 
Just then our pick-up crew arrive. Also our 
witnesses as both Carl and I are noted ravers. 

It may not seem much, 12 miles in a straight line, 
but we are the first, so it's all worth it. No 
doubt many will follow. 

Then there is Mossman, Cook town and "New Gu inea", 
all further north. 

Our everlasting thanks to Haydn and Christine 
who gave up a good fly to r escue us. That is 
what it is all about. Helping each other. 

CALAN MacLEOD 



NOTES 
Easter has been and gone for another year. A large 
contingent from the club went down to Byron Bay, 
and for once the weather was on out side, which 
enabled most pilots to get up several hours air 
time. Flying at Lennox Head, Tallows and Monte 
Column. 

The second competition was held for the year. 
(Competitions will be held on a regular basis now, 
of one a month). This one was held at Nobby. 17 
pilots entered. First place went to Steve Lys 
flying an EF5 with 40 points, second was Dick Lys 
flying an EF5 with 37~ points and third place went 
a four way tie between Buney Panitz - Missile 180, 
Trevor Crane - Meteor 170, Col Hooker - Swift 170, 
and Scott Tucker - Missile 180, all on 35 points. 
Fifth was Marie Tucker who was the only pilot to go 
over the back flying a Meteor 150, 34 points. Fifth 
was Richard Nivens, Meteor 190, 30 points. Sixth 
Hank van Raalte, Swift 190, 28 points. Seventh 
was a three way tie between Craig Latham, Meteor 150, 
Dave Oxley, EF5 and Allan Wright, Mega 2 on 25 
points. Eighth David Board, Mega 2, 20 points, 
ninth Trevor Purcell, Meteor 190, 15 points and a 
tie for tenth between Bernie Gonzarles, Mega 3 and 
Mike Zupanc, Swift 170 on 5 points. 
Everyone who turned up on the day enjoyed themselves 
and agree that it would be good to see more people 
from the club coming out and having a go. 

By the way, Club membership fees are due. They 
can be paid at the club meetings, which are held 
on the last Monday of each month at the Royal 
Mail Hotel, Goodna, or see David Board or Alan 
Wright on the hill. 

The first westerlies of the year are starting to 
move in. We had our first flights off Tamborine 
last month, with some pilots getting good heights. 
Let's hope its a sign of things to come. 

Get High! 

STOLEN 

DAVID BOARD 
Secretary 

I would like to take this opportunity to report 
my hang glider being stolen from my premises on, 
or about, 25 February 1983. I would appreciate 
an appropriate add placed in Skysailor in the hope 
that it may be retrieved. 

Description: 

Model Ranger 
Colour - Orange, green and black 

running parallel with keel 
with red wing tips. 

Contact: Don Barnes 
Fl - 292 Sheridan 
CAIRNS NTH QLD 

AVTRONICS introduce their NEW INSTRUMENT PACK, for the Australian summer soaring season. 
All the features that you asked for. 
Vario - Optimum response time as a result of flight test -optimum range to elimminate 

range switching. 
Audio - New high efficiency audio for low current drain. Low current drain runs from 9v 

dry batteries - stand-by battery provision - can also use rechargeables. 
Larger digital Altimeter display - reads 10 foot increments to 20000 feet. 
Mounting by captive bolt - suits any mounting arm. 
Designed and manufactured in Australia. 12 months warranty. 
Not just "Factory Authorized" service but Factory service in Australia. 
Forward your Bank Cheque or money order for Immediate delivery to:-

Avtronics. 
P.O.Box 656. 

Gawler S.A. 5118 
Phone 085 224210 or 085 246249 

Genuine dealer enquIries welcome.(Orders against personal cheques forwarded on clearance) 
Price $525 11 postage (by registered Aust. Post.) 
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VHGA NEWS, 

VIEWS 8 

STUFF 

SEMINAR FOR HO - H3 PILOTS 

ON WHAT? 

WHERE? 

WHEN? 

*MICROMETEOROLOGY 
*FLYING TECHNIQUES 
*GLIDER DESIGN & MAINTENANCE 
*AIR LEGISLATION, NAVIGATION, 

SAFETY 

SPORTS ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
1ST FLOOR 
OLYMPIC PARK 

7.30PM WEDNESDAY, 9 JUNE 

Victorian Safety Offic2rs 

Craig Aitken 
Doug Belford 
Gavin Bond 
Fred Butcher 
Michael Cockburn 
Mike Escort 
Brian Gaine 
Dave Harding 
Len Kilpatrick 
Peter Lissenburg 
John Murby 
John Reynoldson 
Steve Ruffels 
Rod Steele 

Klaus Stieglbauer 
Harry Summons 
Peter Wright 
Paul O'Connor 
Wesley Hill 
Gavin Hill 

Certified Instructors: 

Melbourne 4293001 
Melbourne 493380 
Melbourne 5433094 
Melbourne 5616561 
Melbourne 
Geelong (052) 613534 
Geelong (052) 612123 
Melbourne 5962704 
Geelong (052) 552718 
Melbourne 7264669 
Melbourne 2773148 
Melbourne 6903051 
Melbourne 7282778 
Melbourne 445557 
Melbourne 5602253 
Melbourne 886467 
Melbourne 3692016 
Geelong (052) 751020 
Melbourne 2777942 
Melbourne 2777942 

Wesley Hill 
Rob Van der Klooster 

Steve Ruffels 
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NEW VENUE FOR . . 

~(Q)L1DU[J={]~~[M] 

I-W~G GLIDING CLUB, 
This popular institution still meets 
regularly on the first Tuesday of each 
month ...... . 

Where you can ..... • . .. 

Corner a Safety Officer and get rated. 

Ask advice. 

Hear the latest gossip. 

Spend the night telling everyone how you 
gained 2000 ft. at Portsea last weekend. 

See the latest Hang gliding films. 

Advertize your old hang gliding gear. 

Buy someone else's old hang gliding gear. 

Get fed. 

Have a good time. 

. .. .... ALL AT THE ANCHOR AND HOPE. 
... :.~.g 1 CHAPEL STREET RICHMOND . 

. ~·:·THE FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH. 

/,M BE THERE ..... 
. :.::.: 
~: 

NOTE THE CHANGE. 

COMPET IT ION 

The boys at Flinders have challenged the rest of 
the State to a speed run at Portsea. 

RULES 

Take-off and proceed right, make first turn over 
point, then fly past take-off. Time starts when 
pilot passes over fence with green flag which is 
left of take-off. Race down to Life Saving Club 
and go around red flag on point. Then proceed 
back to TO. Time finishes once past fence with 
green flag. 

Free flying will be allowed. If you are in the 
air, watch out for racing pilots, they most 
likely will be low, but occasionally will have to 
work points along the way. 

Due to unpredictable weather conditions these two 
Sundays 12 or 19 June will be set aside for the 
great race. 

H3 upwards are eligible - fill out form below. 

Any enquiries - phone Gavin Hill, 2777942. 



j 
Thl GIIAT 'ARADI • MOOMIA 'II. 

(OR HOW TO SET UP A FLOAT IN 3 HOURS, BE THE BIGGEST 
THING SINCE CHARLES AND DI , AND HEROES TO AN AUDIENCE 
OF MILLIONS) 

Moornba, as any Victorian knows, is the State ' s great 
annual Mardi Gras . A seething mass of humanity 
gathered together to have fun . For once the weather 
was perfect , fine and sunny and probab l y a great 
flying day . And for myself, undoubtedly one of the 
most memo r able f l ights of my life . 

RETURN BY 10/6/83 TO V,H,G,A, 

The day previously, I had been enlisted by Steve Ruffles 
as general hand and sign writer and with Gavin Hill, 
was going to get the inaugural VHGA float off the ground. 

As an exercise in economy and improvisation , ours 
would have won all awards, and even compared with others 
that took months and thousands of dollars to 
construct, we came up pretty well. Generating a 
great response from the thousands of kids lininq 
our route down Swanston St and on down St Kilda 
Rd, toward the Shrine, the glider, fully assembled, 
complete with full instrumentation and radio was 
mounted on a small box trailor and towed by Steve's 
Subaru with another packed glider on the roof . 
In line with our meticulous thought and preparation 
we had no ideas what problems the glider's span 
might create. As it turned out, the radio was 
more than just cosmetic. On more than one occasion 
a transmition to Steve averted jams between poles , 
safety zones and knocking down small children from 
Dads ' shoulders . 

In the end, the glider made it, all concerned had 
had a tremendous time, learning a lot with regards 
to next year ' ~ float , and with a new respect for 
Royalty ' s stamina , as I challenge anyone to fly 
prone for more than an hour al l the whi l e s miling 
and waving to an endl ess line of faces. 

Great fun and another new way o f p r ojecting the 
sport to t he masses . 

STUART DAVIES 

PO BOX 400 
PRAHRAN 3181 

NAME I I I I • I.' I I I I I •••• '" I I • I • I I I I I. I '" I I I I •• 

LONDON BRIDGE, 
ADDRESS . I • I I I I I I I I , • I I I I I I I • I I t I , I •• I •• I • ••• I 

HGFA No, 
TURN POINT 

TURN POINT 

SURF CLUB 

~~",.--~_r~ 
POWER LI NES / 

\TAKE OFF 
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The 20 March looked as if it was going to be a very 
average coastal day . Th e weather was very cool so 
thermalling was out f or the day - so the coast was 
the go. About six pi l ots turned up at Teddy ' s 
Lookout at Lorne , as this par t of the coast only 
provides soarable conditi ons with plenty of wind 
from the ElSE , so it' s ve r y rarely f l yable on the 
"Great Ocean Road". 

VI CTORIAN COASTAL DI STANCE RECORD 
---- - -- ----

LORNE to APOLLO BAY or further. 

I was l ook i ng fo rward t o my fi rst fly on t h is part 
o f the coast af t e r c h as i ng i t f or many year s . 

I launch ed off the l ookout into smooth li f t and 
hea ded down t he coas t . Cl oud base was on l y 1 200 ' 
ASL . The air was super unstable a nd light , patchy 
rain was fa l l i ng , so I didn' t think i t wa s going 
to be ver y good at al l. By the time I reached 
Mt Defiance I found the low c l oud was a prob l em . 
The lift was strong and getting sucked into the 
l ow mi sty cloud , bu t made i t suit abl e f o r jumping 
large gaps with ease . At Kennet t Ri ver , J ohn 
Reynoldson turned back , but the temptation to 
jump notorious Cape Pattern seemed worth a try. 
At c l oud base between Mt Meuron and Cape Pattern 
I c r ossed th e l a r ge gap and went o v e r the b ack 
with o nly 500 ' t o spar e . My knees wer e knocking 
as the r e was nowher e to l a nd othe r tha n in t he 
tre e tops or on the j a gged r ee f b e ing p ounded by 
heavy sur f . 

On the othe r s ide the proble m of r eac hing Apollo 
Bay b e came r e ally tricky . The wind had swi t che d 
direction and was now b l owi ng a l o ng t h e coast 
about 500 off-face . I had no choi ce bu t t o ridge 
soar the val l e y walls bet ween the l a rge roll ing 
h i lls a nd r ain fo r e s t. It was a matte r of ge tting 
a s high a s possible o n the lowe r hill s then fly i ng 
almo s t s trai ght down wi nd t o the ne xt valley wa ll. 
The da s h down wind was tr i cky as I was rotored 
twice , bad l y . Getting lowe r each time , I jumpe d 
between the valle y s and found myself well back 
in the hills in a situation of s trong wind with 
one more rid ge to ge t to, h e aps of power lines , 
beach houses a nd big trees . I was now too low 
to cross a large s e t of power lines e xtending 
straight up the ridge I was try ing to reach. With 
only 300' l e ft, I decided to land b e hind some 
beach house s with no other choice than land down hill 
betwe en tree s. 

I lande d about 3 kms out of Apollo Bay for a 
di s tan c e of 32 kms, which was the longest straight 
l i ne c oas tal f light in Victoria as far as I know -
until a new r e cord was se t on 30 April by Bruce 
Wynne . 

On this particular day Stew Davie s rang early. I 
was s urprised to f i nd a s trong El SE wind blowing . 
So Stew Davies , Bruce Wy nne , Colin Barry and I 
loaded the Be dford Spa ce Shuttle and headed for 
Lorne . We all launc hed afte r midday to join t he 
Gee l ong fl ie r s . Conditions s eemed better a s we 
we re getting 2200 ' at c l oud bas p. over Mt Defiance . 
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At Cape Pattern Stew and another pi l ot landed in 
a paddock and other pilots h a d turned back . Ev an 
Jones and I scratched a whi le and then made t he long 
down wind dash over Cape Pat tern , only to l and 3 
kms away at Sugarl oaf Hi ll. While packing up I 
not i ced the wind had increased in str ength a nd 
backed a l ittl e mo r e S/E . About hal f an hour 
later two glider s appeared over Cape Patter n . 
Bruce had plenty of height and made it over easy . 
Col was a litt l e un for t unat e and l a nded 200 yds 
from us. 

Later than after noon we picked Br uce up on a f a rm 
about 2 kms past Apo l lo Bay . His f l igh t of 37 kms 
was no w the new c oas tal di s tance r e co r d. Goo d one 
Br uce : 

IAN O' NEILL 

'~QOllllE $1700 ·00 ING.SALESTAX 
PI 

GY~O $ 1380 ·00 .. 

IIiIIYf~~lideu. 
g~~fr~ 

~t€ 
" 

Q)rre tm~W 

~\W~ii l l ~bll ~ ~(r~m 

BI 

IIAn OnlUI~ I~ 

~H I f'RHii1l QP G~~ l llfOll nG IUPP~~ II ~I 

39 M CKEA N S T. BOX HILL _ MEL BOURNE. VIC . 

PH. 03- 8 90- 4163. 



Need A 
fland? 

ACCESSORIES 

SERVICE 
antr ,.,,~)nT~;"dlnI!L '1'0 &ur 
c./, ,,?e.s ~/so r~<t~kLd . 

IAL TECHNICS 42 Stanwell Avenue 
STANWELL PARK 2509 THE SCHOOL OF 

HANG GLIDING (042) 942545 

I 
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NSW 

The hang gliding populous of NSW is diminishing 
somewhat as local pilots migrate northwards in 
search of international fame and fortune. 

Already internationally famous, tall Australian 
Ian Jarman has departed these shores accompanied 
by a number of fairly famous, not so tall, to 
attempt the ultimate in height gains from such 
select sites as South Anapurna, Nepal (see article 
in this issue). Jarso and Co will rendezvous with 
the rest of Australia's hopefuls in Tegelburg, 
West Germany. 

Amoung those leaving the State for that gala event 
are Steve Moyes, Kim Butterworth, Alan Daniels, 
Steve Powter, Rick Duncan and Phil Mathewson. All 
the best Gang! 

Hang gliding even made the front page of the Sydney 
Morning Herald when Bill Moyes opened Westpac's 
Exhibition, the History of Aviation in Australia 
this month. An Advance Australia Glider, used by 
Bill and Steve Moyes in their flight from Kilimanjaro 
was suspended from the ceiling of the banking 
chamber and was the most prominent item in the 
Exhibition. Nice one, Westpac .•.•... 

NSW Site Guide 

Once again work is under way by NSWHGA to establish 
a NSW Site Guide and contributions are welcome from 
all interested pilots. 

Please include with details of your favourite site, 
the location of the site to the nearest city/town, 
whether public or private (if private, is permission 
required from the owner to fly?), prevailing wind 
conditions, access, etc. etc. (any relevant 
information you think may be of assistance to 
visiting fliers). Please provide a contact phone 
number for local pilots, if applicable. 

Support your local Association in this worth while 
project and send in details NOW to the Secretary . 
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Sydney/Newcastle Fly-Off Off 

That long awaited event, the Sydney/Newcastle Fly
Off has regrettably been put off. Due to 
organisational difficulties which were beyond the 
control of those in control, we shall have to wait 
until early October to witness this contest of 
contests. Hopefully those in control will include 
details of the event in September Skysailor (that 
is, precluding any organisational difficulties, of 
course! ) 

Care to Do Some Casual? 

Dave you done the HGFA Instructor Certification 
Course? Want to put those newly acquired skills 
to work? Instructors are required most weekends 
by Aerial Technics, Cloud Base and Stanwell 
Soaring. Just give Chris, Larry or Clyde a ring, 
preferably as early as Monday preceeding the 
weekend of your choosing. 

Scribe Wanted 

The NSWHGA Annual Meeting failed to lure any person 
to the esteemed position of Editor. Not surprising 
I suppose - the inspired works of Captain Raymondo 
are a hard act to follow (Why, I even know of 
readers who, on receipt of Skysailor, turned 
immediately to Ray's ramblings - much as one would 
open Playboy at the centrefold!). Other members 
of the Executive are at present conducting this 
chore - a most unsatisfactory arrangement, as they 
are both ill-equipped and confounded by other 
organisational difficulties. Even worse, I fear 
our President may, for our pleasure, resort to 
filling these pages with verse from his beloved 
Alfred Lord Tennyson or Robbie Burns. Volunteers, 
please call our Secretary, Rob, urgently and save 
us fron this fate. 

Extra, Extra 

On Wednesday I June we will be conducting the first 
of a series of seminars in Sydney. The first will 
involve back-up parachutes. Also for your 
enlightenment we will explore the intricacies of 
micro meterology, introduction to cross country 
and competition flying; along with some surprises 
and other topics. It is proposed that we get 
together on the first Wednesday of every even 
month (ie. June/August,October etc.). 



The Evening Star Hotel (Elizabeth St, City) has 
a very adequate function room, the "Studio", and 
has made this available to us. Let's see a really 
big roll-up. Remember the date and spread the 
word . It is also a good chance to have a beer with 
the Executive, get into their collective ear, and 
have your say. 

BRUCE CUNNINGHAM 

STANWELL SNIPPETS. 

Hearty congratulations are deserved by our Club 
Treasurer, Alan Daniel, for winning the Nationals. 
We wish him the best for the world titles. And 
no, Alan, you may not take the Club's accumulated 
fortune to Germany for pocket money. 

It may of course be entirely a matter of 
coincidence but Stanwell Park pilots took out 
five of the first ten places in the Nationals, 
and another three pilots in the first ten do 
most of their flying there. Perhaps practice 
at catching miniscule sea thermals is good training 
for the big ones inland. 

Rod Stevens, presently overseas, has won the 
Stanwell Park X-C. The competition begins again 
in October, and we hope to generate a bit more 
enthusiasm next time around. 

We are all of course patiently waiting for the 
long promised reforms to the ANO. Our immediate. 
probiem is the height limit of 300ft. AGL from 
Mt. Kemble south, a restriction which is not 
only unreasonable but highly dangerous considering 
that you need at least 300ft. for a parachute to 
work. So the Club has decided that given the 
popularity of the trip to Macquarie Pass and 
back, a new application will be made to the 
Department of Aviation for a concession. The 
Wollongong Club applied for this some years ago, 
but it was knocked back for reasons which were 
never really spelt out. If the application is 
again rejected, we might seriously consider using 
the provisions of the new Freedom of Information 
Act to find out exactly why they don't wish to 
give us such a concession and -if necessary have 
the matter examined by the Commonwealth Ombuds
man. 

Speaking of airspace, we would like to painstak
ingly remind everyone that the height limit at 
Stanwell Park is ISOOft. ASL and from Scarborough 
to Mt. Kembla it is 3000ft. ASL. At Stanwell 
Park, and particularly north of Stanwell, it is 
impossible to escape detection because you get 
picked up on the Mascot radar. So if you end up 
getting fined heavily, you have been warned. 
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We have also received a complaint that a number 
of hang 2 pilots have been taking off at Stanwell 
mid week without a red streamer and without 
seeing a safety officer before setting up. We 
would remind people in this category that those 
are the conditions for exemption from the usual 
rating rules applying at Stanwell. Apart from 
that, the colder months tend to be the most 
dangerous for people without much flying experience 
there. The winds can change around towards the 
west, and unless you know what is happening and 
are able to predict it beforehand, you can end 
up in the surf. Many havp . 

But enough of this schoolmasterly lecturing. The 
Club has at last got a constitution, not because 
we particularly wanted one but the Lotteries 
Office wouldn't allow us to run a raffle unless 
we had one. We are hoping to raise a bit of 
money for Bald Hill improvements and turfing 
after the Council has finally moved the logs 
back. 

Kieran Tapsell 
Secretary. 

PARACWUTb S(MINAR 
SYDNEY 

WHflbbf\ "1A 

NO 

(tUCANS 

Al>MirrED :! 

• HELP CONSE RVE HANG GLIDING 
• HEAR WHA T TH E EXPERT S HAVE 
• GOOD PUB FOOD IS AVAILABLE AND THE 

VENIJ[ I S JUS T MINUTE S WALK FRO~, 

CENTRAL RAILWAY (for the 1I ••• III11.~~~ .0: cons c iou s) ... 

D ... TE. : Wr~NESDA.'i 15T J"'N~ 

PLACE : E \J EN I N G S"TN< I-bre. L 
E . .i-zABElH 61. (CJ..IIl.. ~ ~,) 
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Katabatic Winds 

To all fellow fliers at Stanwell -

As you are aware the winter months are fast 
approaching us, which means shorter days, colder 
conditions and less flying. 

During a recent chilly late afternoon flying 
session at Stanwell, myself and several other 
fliers were greeted by one of our worst enemies, 
the KATABATIC WIND whilst flying on the east face. 
As you all realise Katabatic Winds cause sinking 
air which flows down the face of a mountain, nearly 
always at dusk. 

And from practical experience,. believe me it's not 
a good feeling having a sink rate of 1:1 and having 
to make an emergency landing. 

So just a word of warning to late afternoon fliers, 
beware of these Katabatic Winds as they will 
invariably be bestowed upon us during the winter 
months. 

Pleasant flying, 
GLENN CONNOR 

PS: Maybe an article on winter flying would be of 
great assistance to many fliers. 

skysooring 
PO 

VAROI METE RS 

industries 
Box 103, Thirroul 2515 

Hummingbird VE-IO ............ $214 
Ball 620H, Small audio 

vario ....•. $300 
Ball 651, Compact audio vario/ 

digital altimeter in 
padded bag .......... $540 
651 . Bracke~ ........ ~$22 

Warranty and Service included. 

KWIK CLAMPS ........................ $24 

ALTIMETERS 
Thommen 2000-26 .............. $132 
Wrist strap ................... · ."$8 

AIR SPEED INDICATOR 
Hall wind meter with 

bracket ....... $35 

P~RACHUTES 

Prolite Pulled Apex chute by A.A.S. 
Fastest opening, most efficient 
super compact. Weighs 3~ Ibs.$370 
Container bag ................ $20 

COCOON HARNESSES 
Advanced Air Sports ..... from $220 

phone Steve K ennord (042) 
61/194 
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We now have one of the exciting new 
G.T. MISSILES in stock. 

The G.T. was designed for the 
pi lot who wants top per formance bu t 
does not want to sacrifice handling. 
Give us a call and we can advise you on 
the right glider for you and arrange a 
test fly, backing it up with after 
sales service second to none. 

We also have two 180 MISSILES in 
excellent condition for $1200 but will 
trade in on earlier model gliders. 

We stock a complete range of 
hang-gliding accessories. These include ASI's, 
Altimeters, Carerra Sunglasses, Books, Posters 

as well as new and used gliders. 
Our flight school uses only late model 

gliders including the Moyes Mars which takes 
our first day students from soaring to 

thermaling flights using ground to air radio 
communications for safer and Quicker 

advancement. 

We are holding a THERMALING 
course/seminar for the H2 and H3 pilots 
who have their own equipment. 

Flying will be at Singleton which 
is a 1200 foot high grassy topped hill 
with a westly aspect. 

We will have a guest speaker on 
Sat. to give a talk and answer all your 
questions. Bookings must be made by the 
end of MAY, so hurry. 



ACT 
Hang gliding 

Association 

Well Folks , 

Mt Spring has been producing the goodies as far 
as soaring is concerned in the past month or so. 
Late March saw a magic weekend with a large 
contingent of ACT fliers enjoying some easy , lay
back flying (a contrast from the intense summer 
thermalling) . It is amazing just how quickly the 
thermal conditions have dissipated and l ocal fliers 
have to adjust to the inhospitabl y cold conditions 
which Canberra ' s weather has to o f fer . 

Any interstate fliers interested in braving such 
conditions and who enjoy masochism in their spare
time, please do not hesitate to contact one of the 
present committee for information concerning site 
direction and requirements etc. 

AUSTRALIAN HIMALAYAN EXPEDITIONS : 

As the hang gliding segment of AHE draws to a close 
for it ' s first season, let us examine the strengths 
and weaknesses of this teaching scheme. 

Firstly , the hang gliding section of AHE was designed 
to give the public a taste of what our fabulous 
sport is all about . Over the past six months , 
students have travelled from Sydney to Canberra , to 
be taught over a weekend where basic f l ying and 
handling skills are learnt. Groups of seven to 
fourteen learners take part in the weekends which 
are divided into two amounts, one per instructor . 

As an instructor on the courses , I feel that on the 
whol e the first season fo AHE has been very successful. 
All students have been he l pful and keen and only a 
few tur keys have been noted . Instructors ensure 
students ' progress , safety and consistency . By the 
end of the second day most students are enjoying 
a little free flight and are ab l e to make minor 
corrections . 

The main weakness of the whole scheme is unfortunately 
something which cannot be rectified , and that is the 
weather. Learners require a few knots of wind for 
safe and easy take- offs and landings, and sometimes 
on hot thermally days , students have been stranded in 
the middle of a stinking hot paddock with no wind 
whatsoever . When days 'like this have occurred, 
instructors usually suggest to pack up and go down 
to the river for a swin . Unfortunately the river 
had no water in it due to the drought , so on l y 
mud wrestling could be arranged. 
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Lastly a great deal of thanks should be credited to 
Phil Mathewson who is the Chief organiser and 
instructor for AHE. 

Most of the other instructors who have participat e d 
have been Bruce Barcham , Jeff Cotter and Tim Web b. 
Of course one instructor who deserves a very special 
mention for his generosity and hard work is Dave 
Julian (thanks mate!). I only hope next season 
is as successful as the one just gone by . 

Safe flying & God Bless 

BRETT FREEBODY 

It was late Th u rsday night , one hair cut to go and 
its off to Stanwell Park for some Easter flying. 
Brett and I decided to head for Stanwell during 
the Easter break with the hope of some good flying 
and a first time two- up for both of us . Me as the 
passenger and Brett as the pilot . 

We arrived at Kieran Tapse l l's place around llpm 
on Thursday night. No sooner had we got one foot 
through the front door and Brett popped that 
notorious line " Do ya think it ' s on Mate? " 

After a good nights sleep it ' s up bright and early 
to check the wind sock and weather. Not exactly 
what we were hoping for. Tony Armstrong had an 
early fly and said it was a little bit bumpy so 
we decided to wait a while. 

Brett and Kieran thought it would be a good idea 
if they hung the harness and me IN THE HARNESS OF 
COURSE, up in the lounge room so they could explain 
exactly what was going to happen during take-off 
and landing . 

While I waited that morning I did a consider able 
amount of thi nking and worrying - WOULD OR WOULDN ' T 
I , COULD OR COULDN ' T I . Finally I made a decision , 
YES I could go through with it . Deep down I knew 
I had waited a long time for this oppor tunity 
so I decided not to let my nerves get the better of 
me. 

By 12 . 30pm the conditions were perfect, so it was 
' now or never '. Tony had earlier suggested we 
borrow ' Ki l amanjaro ', (a 190 Me t eor that had been 
strengthened specially for two- ups). The wind was 
south , 30mph , smooth and very cold , so it was on 
with jumpers , jackets , gloves and helmet. I 
climbed into the harness and was given a hang 
check - everything OK. The glider was carried to 
the edge of take- off with the assistance of Kieran, 
Tony and Chris Boyce. I c l imbed into prone ready 
to JUMP - oops , LAUNCH , whi l e Brett steadied the 
glider in hang . Then it was a case of - 1 , 2,3, 
Ready , GO ! 



Oh, My God it was breath-taking. I couldn't 
believe it, one minute I was lying there waiting 
and the next minute I was looking down at small 
figures on top of Bald Hill. After a few passes 
I started to relax and decided it was time to 
have a chat with Brett. Unfortunately that wa s 
not to be as he was in deep concentration. At 
first it frightened me when he didn't talk back , 
because I thought something was wrong , then I 
realize d he was only concentrating. However we 
did finally have a little chat and laugh. 

We were unable to extend our journey along the 
Stanwell escarpment due to the wind direction, but 
the view we did have was excellent. Pools, spectators 
and other gliders passing beneath us still stand 
out clearly in my mind. I didn't enjoy flying out 
over the sea because I lost all sense of security . 
Taking-off, 360s and landing were a real buzz and 
I looked forward to doing it again one Saturday. 

Finally it came time to descend from this magical 
experience and once again Brett became silent. 
After a few passes over the lower houses to wash 
off height, Brett brought the glider down safely 
to land on our feet on the spot intended . When I 
climbed out of the harness I had a smile from ear 
to ear and couldn't wait to go up again. As it 
turns out I will have to do it again because all 
Kieran's efforts of taking live action shots were 
spoiled. He forgot to put a film in his camera! 

Brett and I flew for ~ hour Friday and Saturday, 
but Sunday and Monday were definately not flying 
days. On Monday we deci ded to go for a walk down 
to Burning Palms and believe me they weren't burning 
when we got ther e and neither were we. Due to 
heavy rain we were soaked . 

Thanks for a great weekend Brett, Kier an , Tony, 
Chris and Kilamanjaro for the fly of a life time . 

OFF, OFF AND AWAY, 
KATE GOLSBY 

~" -.: . : . . -
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HANG GLIDING 
ACCESSORIES 
D.O.T. approved (No. 2235) Parachute harness 

and canopy manufacturers 

The Back-up Chute 
CANOPY AND BRIDLE ONLY $297* 
DEPLOYMENT BAG $15,50* 

BACK-UP SHUTE CONTAINER $20.50* 

Deluxe Prone Harness 
$9S,50* 

ST IRRUP $10* 

Altimeter 
$92 .50* 

Summer Harness 
$99,50* 

COCOON HARNESS $146* 

C&D H/G Helmet 
$46* 

Kite Bag 
. $59* 

*IF IT'S NOT LISTED ASK US 

PARACHUTES AUSTRALIAm: 
68 WENTWORTH AVE., SYDNEY 2010 

Tel. (02) 211-5555 
Pri ces i ncl ude Sal es Tax 



HGAWA 

BREAKTHROUGH IN WA 

Subsequent to our last day of exceptional XC 
flying, the DOA has authorised an official clearance 
for hang gliding at our only thermal site in WA - Mt 
Bakewell. The clearance is to 2000' AGL for a 
radius of 2 krns around the hill. 

Being law abiding pilots who would not like to 
break this new clearance for hang gliding, I would 
like you to ask the organiser of the 'Australian 
Cross Country League', Craig Worth, to modify the 
league rules just slightly . Will you please ask 
Craig if the distances can be measured 'Out and 
Return' (and out and return, and out and return 
.... . ), or in 'circles' (round and round and round 
and ..... ) . 

Thanks Ed, 
MIKE, MAL, MOLE & MERVE 

What can we do today to break the 
boredom on this navigation flight. 
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Mt Bakewell 
Grid Ref: 007007 ___ __.,....... .... 

2 kms 

Mal's Flight 
161 kms (25 laps) 
16/4/'83 

Why not a hang glider foxhunt? 

I know this place ! 

FINISH 
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Flying at Mt.BAKEWELL . 

500' per minute up and climbing . 

Great cloudstreats! 
Time to go crosscountry. 

33 

W. A. 

.. ..;..;.w.:: .=_,:j."r I 

~, 
r -:"= 

~--/- ...... 
0= 

Well we found one , now what? 
Mayas well r eport the the sighting 
to the tower . 



NSW 

Missile 180, 6 months old. Dark green, 
with white tips. Excellent condition. 
Test flight arranged for genuine buyers. 
H3. $1,400.00. Bob Barnes (065) 540516. 

Swift 190. Very good condition. H3. 
Only flown by little old lady to church 
on Sundays. $950.00. 
Also SIS Tow A/Frame with 3 releases. $80.00. 
Phone 07-2006194. 

Mega 3 - good condition . Two tone green. 
Minimum rating H3. $600.00. 
Phone 07-2652659 

VK3. Excellent condition with low hours. 
Ref, orange, yellow, white. Min rating H2. 
$450. also, 
Skyland harness - $40, and helmet, $10. 
Thommen Altimeter, 15,000' with 20' 
increments, with a special wrist strap - $95. 
Phone Matt Combe (042) 56-5502. 

VK2 - excellent condition. Black, tangerine, 
yellow and lime. Suit beginner. Lady 
owner with low flying hours. HI minimum. 
$500.00. 
Alison Farrar (02) 2305572 , AH (02) 5273075. 

ACT 

VIC 
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Probe 165. Orange undersurface and leading 
edge, white top and tailing edge. Flown to 
2nd place in the 1983 Oz Nationals. 
Excellent condition and low airtime. H3 min. 
Only $1500.00. 
Bruce Daniel (02) 5207716. 

Swift 170. Orange, black and white, in 
good condition. Urgent sale, no reasonable 
offer refused. Min rating H3. 

PA Apron Harness, as new condition used 
only 3 hours - $80.00. 
Phone Barney (02) 661-3609 

Probe 165 - excellent condition. Black 
l eading edge, rainbow undersurface and 
white upper and trailing edge. Min rating 
H3. $1400.00. 
Matt Stickley (02) 2305163. 

Moyes Meteor 170. Blue with rainbow tips. 
Good condition. $1000. 
Phone Ross: (02i 6998845. 

UP Magic (Comet) 185 late model in good 
condition, performs extremely well, pass 
any test. $700 O.N.O. Min rating H3. 
Denis Gilbert - (043) 882628. 

Moyes Midi Swallowtail and harness. No 
minimum rating. Ideal first kite. 
$250.00. 
Phone (09) 3624258. 

Bandit 180, yellow with red leading edge and 
wingtips. Harness also available. $800.00. 
Phone Noel (062) 889257 (AH). 

METEOR 150 - yellow with rainbow double 
surface. Excellent condition and would 
suit girls or light boys (under 10 - 5 
stone). Minimum rating H3. 
$1,000 - ONO. 
Brett Freebody (062) 957434 (AH). 

WANTED TO BUY - EF6 in good condition. 
Phone Gary Hickson (053) 370389 

Swift 170. Two tone blue with read leading 
edges. Minimum rating H3. $1000.00. 
Gary Hickson. (053) 370389. 

Missile 180, still "clean as beans". 6 
hours airtime. $1350.00 . 
John Muehlebach - (03) 2887896. 



VIC 

Meteor 170 . This Glider has superb handling 
and performance . 
Min Rating H3 . 
$1 200 
Phone Wes 03 2777942. 

Moyes Mega III (Meteor) Super 
& great performance for only 
Clean white sail & light b lue 
& LIE . 
Min Rating H3 . 

light roll 
$750 
double surface 

Moyes Missile , High performance for the 
compertition minded pilot , Good condition 
with sleeved keel for French Connection , 
Red White & blue , A great buy for 
$1700 Min Rating H3. 
Phone Stuart Davies 03 802475 

Missi l e 185 . Six months o l d. Special 
gold and white. " Good as new". 
$1200 for quick sal e . Min rating H3. 
Phone Ian Col l inson - work (03) 6907 177 

home (03) 6908402 

SA 

Avtronics - Don ' t pay $536 (new price and 
post) for the best instrument in Australia . 
Buy mine tried and p r oven for $400 . 00 . 

1 Moyes Missile , all white with blue keel 
pocket . Very good condition, has flown over 
1 , 000 kms XC this summer. The sail has just 
been c l eaned and the leading edge mylar 
ironed . A bargain at $lOOO.OO . Min rating H3 . 

Ring Paul Kelley on 08 2986216 , or 
Ross Wilkinson on 08 2763134. 

Moyes Missile 180 . Orange-red , gold and white . 
Minimum rating H3 . Brand new except 3 short 
test flights . Perfect condition . I just 
never get time to fly it . $1450 . 00 . 
Ralf - 08 7961 77 AH , or Ross - 08 2763134 AH . 

HANG GLIDING THE ONLY SPORT WHERE TO EXCEll 
IS TO BE PROSECUTED. WITH A POSSABlE PRISON 
SENTENCE. 



MOYES 
GLIDER 

T SHIRT 
available in 
three sizes 
small 
medium 
large 

$1~ 


